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QUARTERLY MEDIA MONITORING BULLETIN:

Media Coverage of Human Trafficking and Its Prevention

Issue 8 (September – November 2006)

Chisinau, Moldova

Methodology

The present research analyzes media coverage of human trafficking and its prevention, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness-enhancement component and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive and in-depth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to formulate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven of the most popular general-interest newspapers with nationwide circulation have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares
): 

Saptamina – weekly, with a print run of 14,500 copies; 

Novoie vremia – weekly, with a print run of 10,000 copies;

Jurnal de Chisinau – twice weekly, with a total weekly print run of 26,500 copies;

Moldavskie vedomosti – twice weekly, with a total weekly print run of 21,000 copies;  

Timpul - five appearances per week, with a total weekly print run of 27,000 copies;

Moldova Suverana - four appearances per week, with a total weekly print run of 20,230 copies;

Nezavisimaia Moldova - four appearances per week, with a total weekly print-run of 23,400 copies.

All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analyzed, along with activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments. Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the eighth period (September - November 2006).  

Major trends

In September - November 2006, the newspapers monitored carried 33 articles about the issues under analysis. This was lower than in the previous monitoring period (during the June-August period, the newspapers under analysis published 40 relevant articles). Similar to previous periods, the articles tackled individual cases of human trafficking prevention, analyzed reports of international bodies on trafficking trends and provided details of public awareness campaigns aimed at combating the phenomenon. The papers also carried information about the creation of new support centers for trafficking victims and specialized training programs offered to the representatives of public authorities and clergy. Failure to bring a notorious suspected trafficker to justice and proposals made by members of the general public on ways to combat human trafficking were among other issues covered by the newspapers under analysis during this period.   

The coverage dynamics over the eight monitoring periods is presented in the chart below:
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Similar to the previous monitoring period, the largest number of articles within the scope of the present research was published in Timpul (10). From September to November 2006, Nezavisimaia Moldova carried nine articles on human trafficking and its prevention, whereas Moldavskie vedomosti and Novoie vremia each had five articles on these issues. During the present monitoring period, four stories appeared in Moldova suverana. No relevant articles were published in Jurnal de Chisinau or Saptamina. 

From September to November 2006, concrete cases of human-trafficking prevention or other relevant issues were frequently covered by several of the newspapers. Thus, Nezavisimaia Moldova, Timpul and Moldova suverana carried four articles devoted to the launching of a new Regional Support Center in Soroca in the framework of the “New Perspectives for Women” project. 
 The three papers also published four articles based on a heart-rending story of a trafficking victim, who had been sold into slavery by her own husband (the information was first publicized in an UNFPA report). Timpul and Moldavskie vedomosti printed three news items about a special IOM program for the clergy. 
  Moldavskie vedomosti, Nezavisimaia Moldova and Timpul wrote about the case of a woman who had been sold into sex slavery to Turkey by her own sister. Moldova suverana and Nezavisimaia Moldova both published a letter signed by Moldovan Interior Minister Gheorghe Papuc urging President Vladimir Voronin to personally ensure that justice be served in the case of suspected trafficker Alexandr Coval. Novoie vremia and Nezavisimaia Moldova reported about the arrest of the members of a criminal group that had been trafficking people to the West. 
In addition to the issues mentioned above, Timpul reported about a seminar organized for Moldovan consular officers by IOM in the framework of a program aimed at standardizing procedures on repatriation of trafficking victims: “Probleme de migraţie” (Problems of migration, T, September 6, 2006, p. 5). The newspaper commented on recent trends of “legal trafficking “ of Moldovan minors by their mothers, who had settled abroad: “De ce scade genofondul ţării: R. Moldova face trafic legal din copilul meu” (Why does the gene pool in the country worsen: Moldova is carrying out the legal trafficking of my child, T, November 3, 2006, p. 4). It also covered the successful joint operation of Austrian, Romanian, Hungarian and Moldovan law-enforcement bodies aimed at destroying an international trafficking ring: “”Urma” a anihilat o reţea de migraţiune ilegală” (‘Urma’ destroyed a network of illegal migration, T, November 27, 2006, p. 2).     

Among the major highlights in Nezavisimaia Moldova were reports about the arrest of a man from Vulcăneşti on suspicion of human trafficking: “Житель Вулкэнешть 7 лет продавал рабов в Беларусь” (A resident of Vulcăneşti has been selling slaves to Belarus for seven years, NM, September 14, 2006, p. 4) and about the proposal of the health and social protection ministry to open support centers for trafficking victims
 : “В помощь жертвам трафика” (To assist trafficking victims, NM, November 3, 2006, p. 4).    
Articles in Moldavskie vedomosti continued to focus primarily on successful police raids or court convictions, e.g. “Торговля людьми: раскрыто два случая” (Human trafficking: two instances uncovered, MV, September 8, 2006, p. 4), “Найден в Красногорске, переправлен в Молдову” (Discovered in Krasnogorsk, extradited to Moldova, MV, September 8, 2006, p. 4), “Осуждены за торговлю людьми (Convicted of human trafficking, MV, November 24, 2006). 
Novoie vremia reported on the results of the awareness-raising campaign “Şi mie îmi pasă” (I care, too) organized by the International Center “La Strada”
 : “A crescut numărul cazurilor prezumate de trafic de bărbaţi” (The number of suspected cases of male trafficking has grown, NV, September 1, 2006, p. 5). The newspaper also wrote about the arrest of a Moldovan woman in Moscow on suspicion of organizing the trafficking of minors for forced begging: “Сколько еще из наших детей будут делать попрошаек?” (How much longer will our children be turned into beggars? NV, September 1, 2006, p. 6).   The paper described the plight of a single mother of three children who had been forced to beg in the streets of Warsaw: “Как выжить без мужа” (How to survive without a husband, NV, October 20, 2006, p. 4).  An open letter in Novoie vremia analyzed ways of preventing human trafficking in Moldova by creating new jobs: “Как выжить “живому товару” в Молдове?” (How can ‘human objects for sale’ survive in Moldova?, NV, November 3, 2006, p. 2). 
Moldova suverana reported about the financial support offered by the U.S. government to Moldovan authorities to implement projects on assistance to trafficking victims and on witness protection: “Va fi implementat un proiect de asistenţă pentru victimele traficului de fiinţe umane” (A project to assist trafficking victims will be implemented in Moldova, MS, October 27, 2006, p. 1). 
Throughout the eighth monitoring period, the following common features were observed in the newspapers under analysis:  

· Relevant issues were not given high prominence in the papers (there were only three front-page articles);

· 52% of the stories did not contain graphics;

· straightforward news made up the largest “genre” group (61% of articles);

· on average, less than two sources per story had been used and the largest group of sources was  “government officials;”

· the coverage was overwhelmingly limited to “breaking news” (only three out of 33 stories followed up on the issues featured earlier);

· most of the relevant articles highlighted the prevention activities of the Moldovan law-enforcement bodies, Government or Parliament;

· In those cases when specific instances of trafficking were reported, these were overwhelmingly cases of trans-national trafficking.

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only three out of 33 articles analyzed in this period were published on the front page (two in Moldova suverana and one in Timpul). Four articles appeared on the last page of Nezavisimaia Moldova, and all other stories - on the inside pages of the monitored publications. 

Throughout this period, eight “very long” articles were published (three each in Timpul and Nezavisimaia Moldova, and another two - in Moldova suverana). From September to November 2006, the papers under analysis carried four long, four medium-length and nine short articles. Eight “very short” articles on trafficking and its prevention were registered in the present monitoring period. 

As shown in the diagram below, the ratio of “long” and “very long” articles grew compared to the previous monitoring periods:
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The higher ratio was due largely to articles about the attempts of Interior Minister Gheorghe Papuc to engage President Vladimir Voronin in order to increase support for the prosecution of  Alexandr Coval, the plight of trafficking victims from Moldova (information based on a recent UNFPA report), and the launching of a new Regional Support Center (RSC) in Soroca. The accounts of “legal trafficking” of minors, the new IOM program designed for the clergy, and the interview with the Director of Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention are other examples of “long” and “very long” stories. It appears that dramatic, conflict-ridden or unusual events, as well as direct communication with experts, generate more in-depth coverage than standard press releases from the Interior Ministry.  
Relevant graphics

Photographs, cartoons, charts and any other type of relevant graphics make the coverage more “visual” and help get story messages across to the reader. On the other hand, when used inappropriately, they can reduce the impact of the story, and even project a wrong image.
There were graphical supplements in 16 of the 33 articles analyzed.  During the period from September to November 2006, all five newspapers that published articles on the relevant issues illustrated them with different kinds of images.  However, few of these were directly linked to the issues tackled in the stories. Most of them did not contain captions, even though this would have put the images into the story context.
As in the previous period, the largest number of graphics was registered in Timpul. The paper carried 12 photographs and organization logos in stories about human trafficking and its prevention. Thus, the two articles about the tragic fate of Natalia, a woman who had been sold into sexual slavery by her own husband, were illustrated with the logo of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), a “symbolic” photograph of a human crowd – both accompanied by a short text about the organization’s mission.  It also carried a dark photograph of a woman with the caption “Natalia, a human trafficking victim from Moldova” (see “Migraţia tinerilor: rareori dorinţele devin realitate,” T, September 15 and 22, 2006, p. 22).  A brief article about a training program organized by the Moldovan office of the International Organization for Migration was illustrated with the IOM logo (see “Probleme de migraţie,” T, September 6, 2006, p. 5). Another IOM activity was illustrated with a symbolic group photograph of clerics (see “Biserica în activităţi antitrafic,” T, September 29, 2006, p. 12). A story about a young Moldovan, who had been trafficked to Turkey by her own sister, carried a photograph of a dark human silhouette against the background of a cluttered room (“O tînără din Moldova a fost vîndută turcilor de propria soră,” T, October 5, 2006, p. 2). Finally, the analysis of the recently observed trend of “legal trafficking of minors” by their mothers that had settled abroad was illustrated with two “symbolic” images. One of these was an enlarged photograph of a woman covering her face with both hands alongside the following text: “Mă întreb dacă funcţionarii care au decis plecarea fetiţei mele au copii şi dacă sunt în stare să se despartă de aceştia” (I am asking myself if the authorities that had taken the decision allowing my little girl to leave have children, and if they are able to part with them). The other depicted a person behind a telephone (“R. Moldova face trafic legal din copilul meu,” T, November 3, 2006, p. 4). 
Seven illustrations alongside articles on aspects of human trafficking and its prevention were published in Moldova suverana. Most of these accompanied the article about the problems that Moldovan Interior Ministry faced in trying to bring suspected trafficker Alexandr Coval to justice. The story was illustrated with a drawing of Justitia, the Roman goddess of justice, as well as four mug shots of suspected traffickers (“Capul proxeneţilor moldoveni reţinut de poliţişti, eliberat de judecători,” MS, September 5, 2006, p. 1).  However, none of the photographs carried captions. The excerpt from the UNFPA report, detailing the plight of a former victim from Moldova, was accompanied by a “symbolic” photograph of a woman’s naked back spreading over a barcode (“Soţul a vîndut-o traficanţilor pentru trei mii dolari,” MS, September 26, 2006, p. 2), whereas the report about a newly-opened Regional Support Center in Soroca was illustrated with a photograph of a factory department – once again, without any caption! (see “Tinerii din Soroca sînt siguri în ziua de mîine,” MS, November 8, 2006, p. 2).  
Throughout this monitoring period, Nezavisimaia Moldova carried five illustrations. Thus, the story about the plight of the victim sold into slavery by her own husband was illustrated with a photograph of a woman smoking a cigarette, as well as a map re-constructing her tragic itinerary (“Наталья, молдаванка, жертва торговли людьми,” NM, September 8, 2006, p. 6).  A scanned copy of the letter sent by Interior Minister Gheorghe Papuc to President Vladimir Voronin accompanied the article about problems faced by Moldovan law-enforcement officers trying to bring Alexandr Coval to justice (“Ну и шалости!,” NM, September 5, 2006, p. 2). The photo of the author was printed alongside a report by journalist Alyona Motroi about a government meeting, which, among other things, tackled problems of human trafficking prevention (“В правительстве,” NM, November 3, 2006, p. 4). Finally, the article describing the launching of a new Regional Support Center in Soroca was illustrated with a photograph of a river flowing through rolling hills with human settlements (“Пусть будущее начнется сегодня,” NM, November 14, 2006, p. 4). 
The only event photo was carried by Moldavskie vedomosti . Thus, the paper illustrated the article about a new awareness-raising program carried out by the Moldovan office of the IOM for the clergy with a picture taken during one of the project events (“Церковь борется с торговлей людьми,” see MV, October 6, 2006, p. 4). Another photo, this time a “symbolic” one, was printed alongside the article about recent successful police operations aimed at combating human trafficking. The photograph depicted a woman in a headscarf holding a baby in her arms (“Торговля людьми: раскрыто два случая,” MV, September 1, 2006, p. 4).
From September to November 2006, Novoie vremia carried just one photograph – that of two young children pensively standing by a decrepit window in a story about a single mother of three children, who had been forced to beg in Warsaw (“Как выжить без мужа,”NV, October 20, 2006, p. 4). 

Article type, genre

Three follow-up stories were published during the September - November 2006 monitoring period. Two were carried by Timpul, and another appeared in Nezavisimaia Moldova.  On September 15, 2006, Timpul published the article “Rareori dorinţele devin realitate,” which was based on a story of a trafficking victim from Moldova, which was first released to the public in a UNFPA report. The sequel with the same title was published on September 22, 2006. The paper also devoted two articles to the new awareness-raising program for the clergy organized by the IOM (see, “Biserica în ajutorul femeilor traficate,” T, September 28, 2006, p. 1;  “Biserica în activităţi antitrafic,” T, September 29, 2006, p. 12).  Nezavisimaia Moldova covered the launching of a new Regional Support Center (RSC) in Soroca in two of its issues (see, “Поддержим молодых женщин,” NM, November 2, 2006, p. 3; “Пусть будущее начнется сегодня”, NM, November 14, 2006, p. 4).     

As in the previous period, “news” remained by far the most popular genre in the monitored newspapers (a total of 20 items were published throughout this period). The papers also carried eight analyses and three feature articles. The analyses focused on challenges faced by the law-enforcement bodies in their efforts to bring suspected trafficker Alexandr Coval to justice, prospects offered to vulnerable population segments by the newly-opened Regional Support Center from Soroca, details of the IOM program for the clergy, weaknesses of the Moldovan legal system allowing for “legal trafficking” of minors by their mothers, as well as successful police operations to combat trafficking. Interestingly enough, all the features were devoted to the story of the Moldovan trafficking victim, based on the UNFPA report.  

The only interview registered throughout this period was published in Nezavisimaia Moldova (NM, November 21, 2006, p. 3) and involved the director of the Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention who had participated in a regional conference in Minsk (Belarus). Novoie vremia carried one article from the “other” genre - an open letter of a reader proposing new ways of trafficking prevention (“Как выжить “живому товару” в Молдове?” NV, November 3, 2006, p.2). Throughout this period, no opinion pieces on trafficking and its prevention were registered.  

An overview of the article genres used in the papers monitored for reporting on trafficking and its prevention is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information

A variety of “voices” cited in a story would contribute to a more in-depth and balanced coverage of analyzed phenomena.  However, similar to the previous monitoring periods, there was an insufficient number of multi-source stories on relevant issues (only 53 sources were used in 33 articles in September - November 2006, i.e. slightly more than 1.6 source per story). This indicator is lower than in the previous period (cf. an average of 1.85 sources per article were used in June – August 2006). The largest number of sources (7) was used in the report about the launching of the new Regional Support Center in Soroca published in Nezavisimaia Moldova (“Пусть будущее начнется сегодня,” NM, November 14, 2006, p. 4).
As in the previous monitoring period, from September to November 2006, “public officials” were quoted most frequently (16 times). In seven cases, newspapers quoted representatives of non-governmental organizations and in six cases “witnesses” were quoted (these were largely journalists who had attended relevant events).  On three occasions victims were quoted as sources, and in three other cases - the news media were quoted. In one instance an expert was cited. The newspapers also quoted reports of international organizations, as well as their concrete representatives, along with members of the general public as news sources (11 mentions). On six occasions the information sources were not identified.  Throughout this monitoring period, no politicians were quoted.
 A general overview of sources used throughout the eighth monitoring period is presented below:
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Story topics and headlines

Throughout the present monitoring period, the activities of Moldovan law-enforcement, Government and Parliament bodies aimed at combating human trafficking remained the largest “topic” group (17 stories). Other topics covered included prevention activities carried out by non-governmental organizations (seven articles) and “trafficking process/result” (five stories). In September - November 2006, the papers under analysis also reported on cooperation between non-governmental organizations and the church in trafficking prevention, international activities in this field and even new methods of trafficking prevention proposed by the public.
A general overview of topics is presented in the chart below:   
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Trafficking for prostitution remained the most widely covered issue (it was mentioned in the case of 70 victims).  Nine cases of trafficking for “begging and petty crimes” were described by the papers monitored, along with two cases of trafficking for the purposes of forced labor.  

During the monitoring period, various kinds of headlines were used in the relevant stories. The largest group was made up of articles with what have now become “traditional” titles - “X persons arrested on suspicion of trafficking” and “Y persons trafficked/sold to Z.” Thirteen such titles were used throughout this period.  Several titles, largely in articles devoted to the launching of the new Regional Support Center in Soroca, contained “pro-active,” positive messages e.g. – “Поддержим молодых женщин” (Let’s support young women, NM, November 2, 2006, p. 3), “Пусть будущее начнется сегодня” (May the future start today, NM, November 14, 2006, p. 4), “Tinerii din Soroca sînt siguri în ziua de mine” (Young people from Soroca have confidence in tomorrow, MS, November 8, 2006, p. 2). Some articles, on the contrary, had “pessimistic” titles, e.g. ”Rareori dorinţele devin realitate…” (Dreams seldom come true, T, September 15 and 22, p. 22). In one article, an open accusation against the Moldovan authorities was made – “De ce scade genofondul ţării: R. Moldova face trafic legal din copilul meu” (Why does the gene pool in the country worsen: Moldova is carrying out legal trafficking of my child, T, November 3, 2006, p. 4). Two headlines were built around the notion of “survival” – “Как выжить “живому товару” в Молдове?” (How can ‘human objects for sale’ survive in Moldova?, NV, November 3, 2006, p. 2); “Как выжить без мужа” (How to survive without a husband, NV, October 20, 2006, p. 4).
A curious feature observed throughout the present monitoring period was the use of similar, if not identical titles in articles inspired from the same sources – c.f. “Продала сестру ?” (Sold her sister, MV, October 6, 2006, p. 4), “Продала собственную сестру” (Sold her own sister, NM, October 5, 2006, p. 4). The most “extreme” case was registered in Novoie vremia and Nezavisimaia Moldova  - both newspapers titled the story about the arrest of members of a group suspected of trafficking persons abroad as “За экологов сойти не удалось…” (Didn’t manage to pose as environmentalists), most likely as result of not bothering to change the title of a press release.  
Victim, trafficker profile

Relevant details provided about trafficking victims (age, place of residence, marital status, etc) add a human-interest dimension to stories about the phenomenon and help create powerful, lasting images.  Factual accounts about the reasons for going abroad or about traumas suffered by victims are an effective means to alert vulnerable population segments about the dangers of trafficking. Similarly, comprehensive information about the traffickers’ profile and the methods used by them to lure victims contributes to in-depth reporting about human trafficking and helps raise public awareness about the phenomenon.   
These reporting tools have been seldom applied during the present monitoring period. The frequency of mentioning victims was the lowest since the start of the project in January 2005. Most of the articles were devoted to prevention activities on a large scale, and victims were specified in 42% of the relevant stories. A general overview of the eight monitoring periods is provided below:
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Nevertheless, in September - November 2006, specified victims included 76 women, two men and three groups.   

The largest number of victims was mentioned in Moldova suverana (43). As in the previous period, most of these had been trafficked by Alexandr Coval. Nineteen victims were mentioned in Nezavisimaia Moldova (also in an article about Coval). Moldavskie vedomosti mentioned nine trafficking victims in various articles describing successful police operations. The number of victims mentioned by the other monitored newspapers was lower. The age of victims was specified in 41 cases. Most of the specified victims were underage (35 mentions) or aged 18 to 30 (six cases).  

The portrayal of victims continued to lack relevant details. In most of the articles, place of residence or family status were not mentioned. Four articles mentioned the fact that the victims had been married. “Countryside” was mentioned as the place of victims’ residence on six instances, and in five other cases victims’ place of residence was a Moldovan town. In most cases, trafficking duration or cause of migration were not specified. In those instances when victims provided reasons for going abroad, desire to escape poverty and find a stable employment were the leading causes (seven mentions).  Practically none of the victims knew about the real purpose of migration and thought they would have legal, well-paying jobs. 
Similar to the previous periods, the victim’s state of health upon return was not specified in most of the cases. Nevertheless, on eight occasions relevant details were provided. It was mentioned that the victims had suffered from psychological traumas, had been severely beaten, raped and/or forced to take drugs. One victim had been forced to have an abortion and was run over by a car when she tried to escape. 

In September - November 2006, victims’ confidentiality was maintained in most of the cases – a welcome trend in a country, where trafficked persons are frequently stigmatized. Thus, only three trafficking victims were mentioned by their full name. In two cases the victims’ first names were given, and aliases were used on five occasions. Complete anonymity was retained in 71 instances. In most cases (76 instances), no attitude to trafficking victims was expressed. Compassion to the victims was clearly expressed in five cases.   

Traffickers were mentioned in 18 stories (54%) – more seldom than in the previous period (c.f. in June - August 2006, traffickers were mentioned in 70% of stories). Most of these were women (10 cases). Seven male traffickers and six groups were specified in the relevant stories. In most cases, the age of the traffickers was not mentioned. In five cases these were persons belonging to the 18-30 age group, and in four cases – to the 31- 40 age group. Two other suspected traffickers were aged 40+.  In several stories published throughout the present monitoring period relatives acted as traffickers. Thus, one victim had been sold into sex slavery by her own sister, and another – by her husband.
The trafficking destination was mentioned in 20 out of 33 stories. In most of these cases, the focus was on trans-national trafficking. During September - November 2006, the following destinations were mentioned: Austria, Belarus, Italy, Poland, Russia, Turkey, and Kosovo(a). Only one instance of internal trafficking was mentioned – in the story about suspected trafficker Alexandr Coval from Nezavisimaia Moldova (“Ну и шалости”, NM, September 5, 2006, p. 2). 
Problem perspective, solution

During the September-November period, the number of stories providing a clear definition of the problem and proposing solutions to victims increased compared to the previous period.  Solutions were offered in 17 out of 33 stories (51.5% as compared to 37.5% in June-August 2006).  

A comparative chart showing the ratio of stories with and without “problem solutions” over the eight monitoring periods is provided in the diagram below:
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Over the September-November period, proposed solutions included facilitation of international cooperation to destroy international trafficking rings, boosting the activities of the non-governmental organizations in offering alternatives to going abroad and involving different government structures in the creation of support centers for trafficking victims. Cultivating a more tolerant attitude to vulnerable social groups, involving the church in offering prevention and support services to potential victims and helping young women learn from the tragic experiences of their peers were also offered as solutions. A novel approach to the problem was offered in an open letter carried by Novoie vremia (“Как выжить ‘живому товару’ в Молдове?” NV, November 3, p. 2). In the letter, Nicolae Chicot, a retiree from Căuşeni, questioned the effectiveness of current methods to combat trafficking in Moldova and suggested that long-term solutions to the problem lie in the development of the country’s agriculture and that employment in livestock production could provide young women with the necessary financial means to build a happy life in their own country. 
Throughout this period, the phenomena analyzed were viewed largely through the perspective of poor economic conditions (seven stories). In eight cases the general story frame was the destruction of family values and lack of social support. The moral depravity of traffickers was identified in two articles. Trafficking in persons has also been analyzed through the perspective of incompetence and corruption of authorities, as well as excessive gullibility and ignorance of vulnerable population segments.   

Case study: coverage of the launching of the Soroca Regional Support Center
On November 1, 2006, a new Regional Support Center for women was launched under the auspices of the program, “New Perspectives for Women.” The opening of the Center was covered by four articles. Two articles were published in Nezavisimaia Moldova (“Поддержим молодых женщин”, NM, November 2, 2006, p. 3 and “Пусть будущее начнется сегодня”, NM, November 14, 2006, p. 4). One article on the issue was published in Timpul (“La Soroca va fi deschis un nou Centru de susţinere a femeilor tinere,” T, November 1, 2006, p. 4) and another in Moldova suverana (“Tinerii din Soroca sînt siguri în ziua de mîine”, MS, November 8, 2006, p. 2).  
All articles noted that the RSC in Soroca, along with the four other Centers, addresses the economic causes of migration and offers a range of professional-development and support services to the target group – women aged 16-25, largely from the rural areas. It was also mentioned that the Centers raise awareness about the risks of illegal migration. Two articles also provided details about a visit to a knitwear factory from Soroca, which had been organized for journalists as part of the opening ceremony. Journalists quoted NPW and USAID representatives as sources, as well as local public officials, factory workers and beneficiaries of assistance services. 
The articles contained a clear message that the RSCs offer a viable alternative to migration.  

Conclusions: 

· Unlike in the previous monitoring period, there were more attempts to provide in-depth analysis of the phenomenon and put the examined problems in a general context.

· There were more cases when solutions to at-risk population or to the trafficked persons were suggested.

· Nevertheless, graphics continued to be largely irrelevant to the issues tackled in the stories, and such journalistic genres as interviews and opinion pieces remained under-represented.
· The diversity and quantity of news sources continued to be insufficient, and there was a strong tendency to base the coverage of relevant issues on press releases of relevant organizations rather than on one’s own journalistic enterprise.
· Two of the monitored newspapers did not carry any relevant articles.

· Under the circumstances, it can be stated that the newspapers have not yet accomplished their awareness-raising mission. 
Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr. Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Laura Bohanţov, Natalia Cocean, Elena Vavrin.
External consultant: Dr. Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.


This publication was made possible through support provided by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission for Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova, under the terms of Grant No. 121-A-00-04-00009-00.  The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Agency for International Development.











� Estimates are based on the study “Audienţa presei scrise în Moldova,” (Audience of print media in Moldova), which was carried out by IMAS Inc. in October 2004. 


�  Circulation of the analyzed newspapers is provided as of November 2006.


� Additional details will be provided in the section “Case Study” of the present report.


� The Moldovan office of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), in partnership with the Social Mission “Diaconia” of the Bessarabia Metropolitan Church, has been carrying out a program aimed at mobilizing priests throughout Moldova to prevent human trafficking. Several awareness-raising seminars have been organized throughout the country. 


� At a November meeting of the Cabinet, the government approved the regulatory mechanisms for launching these centers. They are expected to receive financing from the state budget and victim protection is expected to be carried out by the Interior Ministry. 


� The seven-month campaign carried out in partnership with the European Commission, ICCO inter-church organization from the Netherlands, Moldovan missions of the IOM and OSCE, aimed at raising public awareness and cultivating a more tolerant attitude towards trafficking victims, as well as at improving victims’ access to support services.  
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