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New Perspectives for Women
Media Monitoring 

BULLETIN 7 (June - August 2006)

Methodology

The present research analyzes media coverage of human trafficking and its prevention, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness-enhancement component and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive and in-depth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to formulate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven of the most popular general-interest newspapers with nationwide circulation have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares
): 

Saptamina - weekly with a print run of 15,500 copies; 

Novoie vremia - weekly with a print run of 10,450 copies;

Jurnal de Chisinau - twice-weekly with a total weekly print run of 26,000 copies;

Moldavskie vedomosti - twice-weekly, total weekly print run 21,000 copies;  

Timpul - five appearances per week, total weekly print run 24,000 copies;

Moldova Suverana - four appearances per week, total weekly print run 20,230 copies;

Nezavisimaia Moldova - four appearances per week, total weekly print-run 17,760 copies.

All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analyzed, along with activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments. Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the seventh period (June - August 2006).  

Major trends

In June - August 2006, the seven monitored newspapers carried 40 articles about the issues under analysis. This was the largest number of articles registered since the start of monitoring in January 2005, despite the fact that two newspapers - Moldavskie vedomosti and Novoie vremia were on vacation in August (the former did not publish any issues in August, while the latter produced just one).  Similar to the previous periods, the articles tackled individual cases of human trafficking prevention and analyzed reports of international bodies on trafficking trends, as well as public awareness campaigns aimed at combating the phenomenon. The papers also carried information about Moldova’s eventual participation in the new initiative launched by the European Union in order to prevent the trafficking of children, as well as the activities organized by specialized NGOs. The release of a new documentary about the plight of a trafficking victim, major highlights of the report “Myths and Realities about Going Abroad,” along with the suspension of several high-ranking police officers from their posts on suspicion of  collusion with a notorious human trafficker were among other issues covered by the newspapers under analysis during this time.   

The coverage dynamics over the seven monitoring periods is presented in the chart below:


[image: image10.png](@l Independent de Jurnalism
2



The largest number of articles within the scope of the present research was published in Timpul (13). In June - August 2006, Moldavskie vedomosti carried ten articles on human trafficking and its prevention, while Moldova suverana and Novoie vremia each had five articles on these issues. During the present monitoring period, three stories appeared in Nezavisimaia Moldova and two each - in Jurnal de Chisinau and Saptamina. 

Timpul reported about the activity of a specialized center dealing with victims of children trafficking (“De ziua copiilor: în geamul Europei bate ţara micilor cerşetori” T., June 1, 2006, p. 1) and the visit of Baroness Emma Nicholson, deputy chairperson of the European parliament foreign affairs commission, to Chisinau to discuss prospects of a new EU anti-trafficking initiative
 (“Baroana Nicholson, la Chişinău,” T., June 30, 2006, p. 2). The paper regularly reported about the arrests of human traffickers and covered the plight of two young women who had run away from their Turkish traffickers, were tracked down and threatened with death if they did not pay USD 20,000 for their release (“Pentru 20.000 de dolari, două moldovence au fost vândute în robie la turci,” T., June 8, p. 4).  Several articles presented local business opportunities as alternatives to illegal migration. The paper also reviewed the documentary “Sex slaves” about human trafficking from Eastern Europe and published interviews with one of the characters, who had been trafficked into prostitution in Turkey, as well as with a young man, who had attempted to “buy back” his trafficked wife (“Katia a fost vândută pentru o mie de dolari,” T., June 23, 2006, p. 23). 
Articles in Moldavskie vedomosti focused largely on activities of law-enforcement bodies on trafficking prevention. The paper also provided highlights from the recent report of the Moldovan interior ministry, according to which the number of trafficking cases reported to police grew by 20 % in the first six months of 2006 as compared to the same period in 2005
 («МВД: уровень преступности снизился», MV., July 21, 2006, p. 4).   
Moldova suverana reported about the activities of the Center for Prevention of Trafficking in Women, which managed to repatriate 137 Moldovan citizens under the auspices of a project funded by the U.S. State Department and administered by the United Nations Development Program (“137 de cetăţeni moldoveni, traficaţi peste hotare, au fost repatriaţi,” MS., July 6, 2006, p. 2). The paper also wrote about employment opportunities for women entrepreneurs in Moldova as an effective tool for combating illegal migration. 
Cases of trafficking prevention were among the main highlights in Novoie vremia, Jurnal de Chisinau and Saptamina, whereas Nezavisimaia Moldova focused primarily on ways to create new jobs in Moldova and alert the members of the general public about the “myths and realities” of migration («Ты хозяйка своей судьбы?» NM., July 13, 2006, p. 2). 

Some issues/events were featured in several newspapers. Thus, Moldova suverana, Novoie vremia and Saptamina covered the release of the U.S. State Department annual “Trafficking in Persons Report,” in which Moldova is criticized for lack of progress in combating the phenomenon. Novoie vremia, Timpul and Saptamina wrote about the death of a 38-year old woman en route to Italy.  The recent arrest of a couple that had been sending women with young children to Poland for begging was reported in Moldavskie vedomosti, Moldova suverana and Novoie vremia. Similarly, Jurnal de Chisinau, Timpul and Novoie vremia covered the scandal at the Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention, which involved three high-ranking officials, who were suspected of collusion with Alexandr Koval, head o a trafficking ring. Nezavisimaia Moldova and Moldova suverana both reported about the arrest of a young man on suspicion of attempting to traffic a 70-year-old invalid to Ukraine for begging.  New perspectives for Moldovan women offered by the Regional Support Centers of Cahul, Hincesti and Balti were featured in articles in Nezavisimaia Moldova, Moldova suverana and Timpul.
  

Throughout the seventh monitoring period the following common features were observed in the newspapers under analysis:  

· relevant issues were not given high prominence (there were only four front-page articles);

· very short and short articles predominated in five of the seven monitored newspapers;

· 55% of the stories contained graphics;

· straightforward news made up the largest “genre” group (57.5% of articles);

· on average, less than two sources per story have been used and the largest group of sources was  “government officials;”

· the coverage was overwhelmingly limited to “breaking news” (only one out of 40 stories followed up on the issue featured earlier);

· most of the relevant articles highlighted the prevention activities of the Moldovan law-enforcement bodies, Government or Parliament;

· 82.5% of the stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking.

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only four out of 40 articles analyzed in this period were published on the front page (two each in Moldova suverana and Timpul). One article appeared on the last page of Nezavisimaia Moldova, and all other stories - on the inside pages of the monitored publications. 

Throughout this period, four “very long” articles were published (two in Timpul and one each in Jurnal de Chisinau and Nezavisimaia Moldova). In June - August 2006, the papers under analysis carried eight long, 11 medium-length and seven short articles. Ten “very short” articles on trafficking and its prevention were registered in the present monitoring period.

 Relevant graphics

There were graphical supplements in 22 of 40 articles analyzed. Apart from Moldavskie vedomosti, all other monitored newspapers illustrated stories on these issues with different kinds of photographs. 

The largest number of graphics (fourteen illustrations) was registered in Timpul. These included photographs taken during seminars on new business opportunities in Moldova for potential migrants, a picture of banknotes seized by the police from official files, as well as a group photograph showing the beneficiaries of a specialized children-assistance center. However, the paper also carried seven so-called “symbolic” photographs, most of which had little relevance to the issues tackled in the articles. Thus, a photo of two hikers with backpacks crossing a vineyard illustrated the story about Moldovans trafficked abroad by tourism agencies (T., June 14, 2006, p. 1).   The package about the documentary “Sex slaves” was illustrated with a picture of a woman’s smiling face – however, it was not clear if the person was the main character (T., June 23, 2006, p. 23). A picture of a mosque was published alongside the article about the 21-year prison sentence passed by the court in Telenesti in the case of a 35-year old woman, who had been trafficking young girls to Turkey (T., July 12, 2006, p. 4).  The follow-up story, which was published on July 14 (T., p. 14), was illustrated with a dark human silhouette shown standing near a barred window. Interestingly enough, yet another silhouette served as illustration to one more story from the same page, i.e. a woman’s profile in a cluttered room! It accompanied the article about the plight of a woman, who had been trafficked by Moldovan citizens to Italy.  A short story about a woman charged with trafficking minors to the Russian city of Rostov-on-Don was illustrated with a photograph of a woman with a baby in her arms, leaning against a wall (T., July 7, 2006, p. 11). 
The most questionable use of graphics was in the brief about the sacking of three high-ranking officers from the Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention (T., August 21, 2006, p. 4).

The story was illustrated with a picture of a person’s back with handcuffed hands - either in an attempt to suggest that the officials “should go to prison” or as a result of simple neglect. In either case, this could very well result in libel charges against the newspaper – after all, one is innocent until proven guilty! 
Moldova suverana carried six photographs.  Four pictures accompanied the article about the arrest of a couple suspected of trafficking Moldovan children to Poland (MS., June 15, 2006, p. 1-2). One of these featured a group of people, including a beggar sitting near a wall, two women passers-by, and a small child in the foreground. The other two were mug shots of suspected criminals, and the last one was a close-up of the text of article 165 of the Moldovan Criminal Code. One could read “Article 165. Trafficking of human beings” but it was not immediately clear, which document the text had been taken from. The story about a women’s forum hosted by the Regional Support Center from Hincesti was illustrated with a “generic” photograph of two “modern” women, one of whom was talking on the cell phone, while the other was working on a laptop (MS., July 5, 2006, p. 2).  The Statue of Liberty was supposed to serve as an illustration to the article about the most recent U.S. State Department “trafficking in persons” report (MS., June 9, 2006, p. 3). 
Throughout this monitoring period “symbolic” photographs predominated in Novoie vremia, Saptamina, Nezavisimaia Moldova, and Jurnal de Chisinau.  A picture of two teenagers sitting on what appeared to be boxes accompanied the story about child slaves in Italy, which was published in Novoie vremia (NV., June 9, 2006, p.4). The same paper used the image of two hands against the backdrop of prison-cell bars to illustrate the article about the death of a 38-year old woman trafficked to Italy (NV., June 16, 2006, p. 4). Another photograph was of what seemed to be a prostitute soliciting a client in a story about former prostitutes selling teenage girls into sexual exploitation (NV., July 14, 2006, p. 4). A picture of a 100- U.S. dollar bill was supposed to serve as an illustration to the  report about poor records in trafficking prevention  in Moldova, which was published in Saptamina (S., June 9, 2006, p. 5).  The article about alternatives to migration offered by the Regional Support Center from Hincesti, which was published in Nezavisimaia Moldova, was accompanied with a picture of a pensive woman sitting on a suitcase, against the backdrop of rolling hills (NM., July 7, 2006, p. 6), whereas the review of the publication “Myths and Realities about Going Abroad” was illustrated with a photograph of a woman dressed as a maid, who was polishing a piece of furniture (NM., July 13, 2006, p.2). Finally, Jurnal de Chisinau used the photograph of a teenage girl with a mug in her hand, talking to a woman - in the article about a young woman sold by her own mother into “marriage” (JC., June 9, 2006, p. 22).
Similar to the previous monitoring periods, in June – August 2006, almost no published images contained captions.     

Article type, genre

Only one follow-up story was published in June - August 2006. It was carried by Timpul on July 14, 2006 and referred to the sentencing of a 35-year old woman in Telenesti for trafficking.  The follow-up contained just a few additional lines, and was, otherwise, identical to the previous story, which the paper had carried on July 12, 2006.       

“News” remained by far the most popular genre in the monitored newspapers (a total of 23 items were published throughout this period). The papers also carried 12 analyses and four feature articles. Most of the analyses highlighted the major findings of the U.S. State Department report, of the publication “Myths and Realities about Going Abroad,” and described employment opportunities offered to potential migrants in Moldova.  The genre of “feature” was used by the reporter from Novoie vremia to tell the story of former prostitutes, who had turned into traffickers and were luring teenage girls into sexual exploitation (NV., July 14, 2006, p. 4). Similarly, features have been used in Moldavskie vedomosti, Timpul and Jurnal de Chisinau to describe the plight of trafficking victims.  The only interview registered throughout this period was published in Timpul (T., June 23, 2006, p. 23) and involved a trafficking victim and a young man, who had tried to “buy back” his trafficked wife. During this monitoring period, no opinion pieces or stories of “other genres” on trafficking and its prevention were registered.  

An overview of the article genres used in the seven papers to report on trafficking and prevention thereof is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information

Similar to the previous monitoring periods, there was an insufficient number of multi-source  stories on relevant issues (only 74 sources were used in 40 articles in June - August 2006, i.e. slightly more than 1.85 source per story). Nevertheless, this indicator is much higher than in the previous period (cf. an average of 1.2 sources per article were used in March – May 2006). The largest number of sources was used in reports about seminars and fora organized by the Regional Support Centers.
Throughout the present monitoring period “public officials” were quoted most frequently (25 times). In seven cases newspapers quoted representatives of non-governmental organizations and in six cases “witnesses” were quoted (these were largely journalists who had attended relevant events).  On five occasions victims were quoted as sources, and in five other cases - the news media. In three instances experts were cited. The newspapers also quoted reports of international organizations and foreign officials as news sources (19 mentions). On four occasions the information sources were not identified.  

 A general overview of sources used throughout the seventh monitoring period is presented below:
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Story topics and headlines

Throughout the present monitoring period activities of Moldovan law-enforcement bodies, Government and Parliament aimed at combating human trafficking remained the largest “topic” group (24 stories). Other topics covered included “trafficking process/result” (10 stories) and prevention activities carried out by non-governmental organizations (six articles). In June - August 2006, the papers under analysis also reported about general trends in trafficking presented in reports of international organizations.
A general overview of topics is presented in the chart below:   
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Trafficking for prostitution remained the most widely covered issue (it was mentioned in the case of 42 victims).  There were eleven cases of trafficking for “begging and petty crimes,” and one - for the purposes of forced labor. One article reported about organ harvesting. In the case of 58 victims “trafficking type” was not specified.  

In June – August 2006, there was somewhat more variety in headlines used in the relevant stories. Along with the traditional “X persons arrested on suspicion of trafficking” and “Y persons trafficked/sold to Z,” some titles included a warning to possible victims, e.g. “MAI avertizează: moldovenii sunt traficaţi de agenţiile de turism” (The Interior Ministry warns: Moldovans are trafficked by tourism agencies) (T., June 14, 2006, p. 1). Appeals were made in other headlines, e.g. «Верните женщину домой!» (Bring the woman back) (NM., July 7, 2006, p. 6). Several titles contained calls to readers to look for alternatives to going abroad: “Tinerele au şansa să-şi schimbe destinul” (Young women have a chance to change their destiny) (MS., July 5, 2006, p. 2); „Ideile de afaceri combat traficul de persoane din R. Moldova” (Business ideas prevent human trafficking from Moldova) (T., August 18, 2006, p. 9); «Ты хозяйка своей судьбы?» (Are you the master of your destiny?) (NM., July 13, 2006, p. 2).

There were, however, instances when titles were used inappropriately. Thus, the story about two women who had tried to escape from their Turkish traffickers was entitled “Pentru 20000 de dolari, două moldovence au fost vândute în robie la turci” (For USD 20,000 two Moldovan women were sold into slavery to Turks) (T., June 8, 2006, p. 4) even though the specified amount was demanded after they were tracked down by their captors for eventual release.  Similarly, a story about the suspension of three officers from the Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention on suspicion of collusion with a trafficker nicknamed “Shalun,” was titled «Сколько стоит «дружба» оборотней с Шалуном» (How much does the ‘friendship’ of werewolves with Shalun cost) (NV., August 25, 2006, p. 4) despite the fact that the story did not focus on the “pecuniary” aspects of this “friendship.”  

Victim, trafficker profile

Compared to the previous monitoring period, the frequency of victim mention was somewhat higher (in June – August 2006 they were mentioned in 77.5% of the articles as compared to 75.7% in March – May 2006). A general overview for the seven monitoring periods is provided below:
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In June - August 2006, specified victims included 95 women, 4 men and 13 groups (in one case the sex of the underage victim was not mentioned).  As shown in the chart below, this was the largest number of victims mentioned in the relevant stories since the start of monitoring in January 2005.
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The largest number of victims was mentioned in Novoie vremia (55), most of them in the story about the suspension of officers of the Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention from their posts on suspicion of colluding with Alexandr Koval, who had been accused of trafficking 50 persons (NV., August 25, 2006, p. 4). Twenty eight victims were mentioned in articles published in Moldavskie vedomosti (largely in stories providing an overview of successful police raids). Timpul mentioned 18 trafficking victims in various articles describing the plight of illegal migrants abroad.
The age of victims was specified in 66 cases. Most of the specified victims were underage (34 mentions) or aged 18 to 30 (26 cases). Three victims belonged to the 31-40 age group and another three were older than 40. 

As in the previous monitoring periods, the portrayal of victims lacked relevant details. In most of the articles place of residence or family status were not mentioned. Only one article mentioned the fact that the victim was married. “Countryside” was mentioned as the place of victims’ residence on nine instances, and in five other cases victims’ place of residence was a Moldovan town. In most cases, trafficking duration or cause of migration were not specified. In those instances when victims provided reasons for going abroad, desire to escape poverty and find a stable employment were the leading causes (28 mentions). Many of the victims had thought they would be working in restaurants or factories.  One victim had been sold by her own mother as a “wife” to a Turkish citizen (JC., June 9, 2006, p. 22). 
In seven cases victims knew about the real purpose of migration. The 70-year old, lonely, man who had been escorted to Ukraine for begging, successfully alerted the border police about the incident. In five other cases, young women had known they were going to become prostitutes but had not thought they would become sex slaves. In the story about the 21-year old victim of illegal harvesting it was mentioned that the young man acknowledged in court he had known about the purpose of his trip to Turkey and alerted the police only because the USD 10,000 that he had been promised were not provided (MV., June 16, 2006, p. 4).   
In an absolute majority of cases (more than 92%) the victim’s state of health upon return was not specified. Nevertheless, on 12 occasions relevant details were provided. It was mentioned that the victims had suffered from psychological traumas, had been severely beaten or forced to take drugs. One victim had been thrown from the second floor of a building and two other persons died as a result of hardships. 

In June - August 2006, 11 trafficking victims were mentioned by their full name. In six cases the victims’ first names were given, and aliases were used on two occasions. Complete anonymity was retained in 94 instances. In most cases (98 instances), no attitude to trafficking victims was expressed. Compassion to the victims was clearly expressed in 13 cases, and on two occasions victims were criticized for being too trustful and thinking that anyone could end up as a sex slave but them.   

Traffickers were mentioned in 28 stories (70%) – more often than in the previous period (c.f. in March - May 2006, traffickers were mentioned in 67.6% of stories). Most of these were men (26 cases). Fourteen female traffickers and 13 groups were specified in the relevant stories published in June - August 2006. In most cases, the age of the traffickers was not mentioned. In 11 cases these were persons belonging to the 18-30 age group, and in three – to the 31- 40 age group. Three other suspected traffickers were aged 40+. One trafficker had been a former victim of sex trafficking in Turkey (see, MV., June 30, 2006, p. 4). 

Trafficking destination was mentioned in 35 out of 40 stories. In most of these cases the focus was on trans-national trafficking. In June - August 2006, the following destination countries/provinces were mentioned: Cyprus, Italy, Poland, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates and Kosovo(a). Instances of internal trafficking were reported in two stories. Thus, Moldavskie vedomosti described the plight of 19 young women, mostly from Transnistria, who had been kept as sex slaves in Chisinau apartments (MV., June 23, 2006, p. 4), whereas Timpul wrote about the dramatic experiences of young clients of a specialized center in Chisinau, many of whom had been forced to beg by their own parents (T., June 1, 2006, p. 1).   

Problem perspective, solution

After a short-term increase in the number of stories viewing the phenomenon of trafficking from a clear perspective and proposing solutions (due largely to the awareness-raising campaign of La Strada
 in March – May 2006), this indicator dropped in June-August 2006.  Solutions were offered in 15 out of 40 stories (37.5% as compared to 51% in March-May 2006).  

A comparative chart showing the ratio of stories with and without “problem solutions” over the seven monitoring periods is provided in the diagram below:
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In June-August 2006, proposed solutions included appeals to potential migrants to be more “vigilant,” “to ask more questions” and to call the telephone hotline for victims if necessary. The authors also suggested that the authorities introduce more severe penalties for trafficking in the Criminal Code and elaborate other legislative acts that would help resolve the problem. Services offered by the Regional Support Centers that had been created in the framework of the project “New Perspectives for Women,” were described as the most effective solutions to the problem of illegal migration. The authors of the stories have also called for closer partnerships between non-governmental organizations and state institutions. Among other proposals was implementation of a national “action plan” to combat trafficking and facilitation of international partnerships in this area.    
In June – August 2006, the analyzed phenomena continued to be viewed largely through the perspective of poor economic conditions (13 stories). In eight cases the general story frame was the moral depravity of traffickers and in two instances the problem was viewed in the context of the destruction of family values. Lack of social support was identified in one article. Trafficking in persons has also been analyzed through the perspective of the irresponsible behavior of potential victims and insufficient information on the issue.  

Case study: coverage of journalists’ visits to RSCs

In June – July 2006, the Independent Journalism Center, in partnership with the staff of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW), organized visits of Moldovan journalists to the Regional Support Centers (RCSs) from Cahul, Hincesti and Balti. The visits were covered in five articles printed in three of the monitored newspapers.

“Soluţii pentru migraţie: femeile din Cahul îşi iniţiează propriile afaceri” (Solutions for migration: women from Cahul start their own businesses) is the title of the article, which was published in Timpul on June 16, 2006. Profiles of three successful beneficiaries of the RSC training services are provided – women who have ambitious plans to start income-generating activities in Moldova.  

Similarly, the article „Tinerele au şansa să-şi schimbe destinul” (Young women have a chance to change their destinies), which was carried by Moldova suverana on July 5, 2006, focused on the success stories of women, who had attended programs under the auspices of the RSC from Hincesti. 

The documentary produced as part of the “Destinies and Destinations” series and the NPW brochure “Myths and Realities about Going Abroad” – both presented in Hincesti, had inspired the journalist from Nezavisimaia Moldova to write two articles : «Верните женщину домой!» (Bring the woman back!) (NM., July 7, 2006, p. 6) and «Ты хозяйка своей судьбы?» (Are you a master of your destiny?) (NM., July 13, 2006, p. 2).  

Finally, presentation of business plans by the beneficiaries of the services of the Balti RSC was the major focus of the article “Ideile de afaceri combat traficul de persoane din R. Moldova” (Business ideas prevent human trafficking from Moldova), which was published in Timpul on August, 18, 2006.   

All of the above-mentioned articles provided a more in-depth coverage of the issue than the rest of the stories analyzed throughout the present monitoring period:

· Story headlines were more clear and strong;

· Major story ideas were backed with convincing quotes and case studies (the number of sources in these articles was higher than the  1.85 sources registered on average);

· Background information about the project was provided;

· Wealth of material gathered by journalists during the visits enabled their organizations to use relevant graphics and effective layout;

· As a result, the articles managed to present concrete problem solutions.

Conclusions: 

· Unlike in the previous monitoring period, there were fewer attempts to provide in-depth analysis of the phenomenon and put the examined problems in a general context.

· There were significantly fewer cases when solutions to at-risk population or to the trafficked persons were suggested.

· Graphics have been largely irrelevant to the issues tackled in the stories. 

· Such journalistic genres as interviews and opinion pieces remained largely under-represented. 

· More sources of information have been used, but experts and victims continued to be insufficiently cited.

· Journalists’ visits to the RSCs generated more in-depth coverage of the issues under analysis.

· Nevertheless, for most of the monitored newspapers, trafficking prevention and new perspectives for vulnerable population segments has not become a priority issue. 

Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr. Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Laura Bohanţov, Carolina Budesco, Elena Vavrin.
External consultant: Dr. Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.
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� estimates are based on the study “Audienţa presei scrise în Moldova,” (Audience of print media in Moldova), which was carried out by IMAS Inc. in October 2004. 


�  circulation of all the analyzed newspapers as of July 2006.


� Discussions focused on prospects of a partnership that would improve the system of child protection in Moldova, especially of children with special needs, orphans, and of chidren from vulnerable families. The activities would also focus on combating trafficking in children. 


� According to the interior ministry report, 162 trafficking cases were registered in January-June 2006 (36 of these involved children). Law-enforcement bodies captured members of 17 trafficking rings. 


� Analysis is provided in the section “Case study” of the present report. 


� In the framework of the campaign titled “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too), the weekly Saptamina carried regular articles in its “Samariteanca” section focusing on various facets of the problem.
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