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New Perspectives for Women

Media Monitoring 

BULLETIN 6 (March - May 2006)

Methodology

The present research analyzes media coverage of human trafficking and its prevention, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness-enhancement component and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive and in-depth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to formulate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven of the most popular general-interest newspapers with nationwide circulation have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares*): 

Saptamina - weekly with a print run of 16,484 copies; 

Novoie vremia - weekly with a print run of 10,450 copies;

Jurnal de Chisinau - twice-weekly with a print run of 6,000 copies on Tuesdays and 22,000 copies on Fridays;

Moldavskie vedomosti - twice-weekly, average print run 10,500 copies;  

Timpul - five appearances per week, weekly print run 24,000 copies;

Moldova Suverana - four appearances per week, weekly print run 20,716 copies;

Nezavisimaia Moldova - four appearances per week, print-run 4,706 copies for Tuesday-Thursday editions and 6,403 copies for the Friday edition.**
All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analyzed, along with activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments. Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the sixth period (March - May 2006).  

Major trends

In March - May 2006 the seven monitored newspapers carried 37 articles about the issues under analysis. This was the same number of articles as the one registered in December 2005 – February 2006.  Similar to the previous periods the articles tackled individual cases of human trafficking prevention, reports of international bodies and local non-governmental organizations on trafficking trends and victim profiles, as well as public awareness campaigns and legal initiatives aimed at combating the phenomenon. The cross-country tour of “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people) play featuring the plight of Moldovan migrants continued to receive coverage along with letters signed by trafficking victims. The papers also carried opinions of law enforcement officers, representatives of non-governmental organizations, as well as members of the general public on trafficking. 

 The coverage dynamics over the six monitoring periods is presented in the chart below:
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The largest number of articles within the scope of the present research was published in Saptamina (15). Most of these appeared under the auspices of the public awareness campaign “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too).
 In March - May 2006, Moldova suverana and Timpul each carried five articles on the issue, whereas Moldavskie vedomosti and Novoie vremia each had four articles on human trafficking and its prevention. During the present monitoring period, three stories appeared in Nezavisimaia Moldova and one - in Jurnal de Chisinau. 

Saptamina wrote about the fate of women and men, who had been trafficked to several European countries for prostitution and forced labor. It also carried open letters signed by the representatives of “La Strada” non-governmental organization and members of the paper’s own staff with details about the campaign “Si mie imi pasa” (“I care, too”) ( S., 10 March, 2006, p.21; S., 12 May 2006, p. 21; S., 19 May, 2006, p.21). Saptamina provided highlights of an international conference on challenges facing Moldova in the field of trafficking prevention linked to the extension of the European Union (S., 31 March, 2006, p. 13) and wrote about a ”grass roots” initiative of women from Turkey who, apparently, demand the deportation of Moldovan women for “destroying their families” (S., 5 May 2006, p. 2).     

In March – May 2006, Moldova suverana covered the launching of an international public awareness campaign aimed, among other things, at combating trafficking of children (MS., 4 April 2006, p. 3). The paper wrote about new employment opportunities for Moldovan citizens in Italy that had been negotiated by Moldovan labor authorities with their Italian counterparts in the framework of a program aimed to combat illegal migration and human trafficking (MS., 25 May 2006, p. 1). Two stories featured the plight of children, former victims of trafficking (MS., 5 April 2006, p. 2 and MS., 17 May 2006, p. 1). One article described the story of a young Moldovan woman, who had married a Turkish citizen in the hope of a “better life,” but instead was kept under “house arrest” in a remote Turkish village before managing to escape (MS., 18 May 2006, p. 4). 

During this period Timpul wrote about the arrest of members of a trafficking ring that had operated in Moldova – Romania – Serbia and Montenegro (T., 10 March 2006, p. 14) as well as about the tour of the play “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people) throughout Moldova. Timpul also covered the public awareness campaign launched by a faith-based association from Romania aimed to combat trafficking in women from Romania and Moldova to Germany during this year’s World Soccer Cup (T., 7 April 2006, p. 22). 

In the sixth monitoring period Moldavskie vedomosti carried an article about the ratification by Moldova of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (MV., 7 April 2006, p. 4) and reported about the arrest of a 19-year old former trafficking victim who had attempted to lure a young woman to Turkey (MV., 31 March 2006, p. 4).  
Throughout this monitoring period, Novoie vremia reviewed the report of “La Strada” non-governmental organization according to which Moldovan authorities are doing little to combat the growing trafficking in children (NV., 14 April 2006, p. 4) and published data from a recent report on organ harvesting, in which Moldova is mentioned among the major 13 “donor” countries (NV., 31 March 2006, p. 4). Nezavisimaia Moldova analyzed the phenomenon of organ harvesting as well (NM., 20 April 2006, p. 2). The paper also reported about a woman who had been forced into prostitution in Italy by fellow Moldovans (NM., 12 April 2006, p. 2). The only relevant article from Jurnal de Chisinau described the plight of a 12-year old trafficking victim, who had been stigmatized and even gang-raped upon return to her home town of Causeni (JC., 24 March 2006, p. 3).   
Some trafficking cases were covered by several newspapers. Thus, both Timpul and Moldavskie vedomosti reported about a 21-year old woman who had been trafficked to the Russian town of Nizhnij Novgorod with her 9-month baby (T., 15 March 2006, p. 2, MV., 24 March 2006, p. 4). A story about a failed attempt to traffic a young woman to Turkey for USD 600 was reported in Timpul and Novoie vremia (T., 11 April 2006, p. 2 and NV., 14 April 2006, p. 4), whereas the press conference of Petru Plop, head of the Interior Ministry’s Center for Trafficking Prevention, during which he claimed that “most future trafficking victims know what they are doing” was covered by Nezavisimaia Moldova, Saptamina and Novoie vremia ( NM., 25 May 2006, p. 19; S., 26 May 2006, p. 19; NV., 26 May 2006, p. 4). 
Throughout the sixth monitoring period the following common features were observed in the newspapers under analysis:  

· relevant issues were not given high prominence (as in the previous period, there were only two front-page articles);

· very short and short articles predominated in all but one newspaper;

· 57% of the stories contained graphics;

· straightforward news made up the largest “genre” group (48.6% of articles);

· single-source stories predominated, and the two largest groups of sources were “victims” and “government officials;”
· the coverage was overwhelmingly limited to “breaking news” (only six out of 37 stories followed up on issues featured earlier);

· most of the relevant articles highlighted the prevention activities of the Moldovan law-enforcement bodies, Government or Parliament;

· some 84% of the stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking.

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only two out of 37 articles analyzed in this period were published on the front page (both of them in Moldova suverana). One article was carried on the last page of Moldova suverana. All other stories appeared on the inside pages of the monitored publications. 

Throughout this period, two “very long” articles were published (one in Moldova suverana, and one in Nezavisimaia Moldova). In March - May 2006, the papers under analysis carried three long, 14 medium-length and 11 short articles. Seven “very short” articles on trafficking and its prevention were registered in the present monitoring period.

Relevant graphics
There were graphical supplements in 21 of 37 articles analyzed. Apart from Novoie vremia, all other monitored newspapers illustrated stories on these issues in one way or another. 
The largest number of graphics (fourteen illustrations) was registered in Saptamina. Most of these represented the logo of the public awareness campaign “Sie mie imi pasa” (I care, too) with the information about campaign organizers and a hotline number for persons at risk. Moldova suverana carried the photograph of Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, in the article about the new COE campaign “Let us build a Europe for and with Children.” (MS., 4 April 2006, p. 3).  
The other ten illustrations were hardly relevant to the stories under analysis. Monitored newspapers continued to use the so-called “symbolic” pictures – photographs downloaded from the Internet and aiming to add “color” to the story. Some were generic photographs of children’s or adults’ faces (e.g. MS., 4 April 2006, p. 3; S., 3 March 2006, p. 21; S., 31 March 2006, p. 13; JC., 24 March 2006, p. 3). 
Among other illustrations was a photograph of two women walking along a country road in the article in Nezavisimaia Moldova about a divorced woman, who had been lured into prostitution in Italy by fellow Moldovans (NM., 12 April 2006, p. 2). Another was a blow-up of a crying face alongside the report about an international conference on trafficking prevention in Saptamina (S., 31 March 2006, p. 13). Timpul used a photograph of a young Roma woman carrying a baby to illustrate the story about a Roma family accused of having trafficked a young woman with a 9-month child to Nizhnij Novgorod in Russia (T., 15 March 2006, p. 2). A picture of an airplane accompanied the information about the arrest of a suspected trafficker at Chisinau airport (T., 11 April 2006, p. 2), whereas the brief about a trafficking-prevention campaign launched by a Romanian faith-based organization was illustrated with a picture of a semi-naked woman wearing a veil over her head and standing near a man in traditional Arab dress (T., 7 April 2006, p. 22).    
However, throughout the present monitoring period the most “curious,” if not “bizarre,” instances of using graphics were registered in Moldova suverana and Moldavskie vedomosti. Thus, a story about a 16-year old boy, which was published in Moldova suverana on 5 April 2006, was illustrated with a photograph of a child who could not have been more than five (!) years old. In an article about the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (MV., 7 April 2006, p. 4), Moldavskie vedomosti “recycled” a photograph it had used on 30 September 2005 when reporting about the arrest of three suspected traffickers (see MV., 30 September 2005, p. 4). Similar to the previous monitoring periods, very few photographs carried captions. 
In March – May 2006, the monitored newspapers largely continued to neglect the quality of images accompanying relevant stories.     
Article type, genre
Six follow-up stories were published in March - May 2006 – all of them appeared in Saptamina and all referred to aspects of the awareness-raising campaign “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too). These included letters of the campaign organizers explaining its goal, as well as feedback from the readers and the newspaper staff.       

“News” remained by far the most popular genre in the monitored newspapers (a total of 18 items were published throughout this period). The papers also carried seven feature articles and seven “stories of other genres”, i.e. “letters.” They were all based on traumatic personal accounts and all aimed to serve as a deterrent to potential trafficking victims. In March - May 2006, the papers carried five analyses/commentaries on relevant issues. Similar to the previous monitoring period, no interviews or opinion pieces on trafficking and its prevention were registered.  

An overview of the article genres used in the seven papers to report on trafficking and prevention thereof is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information
Similar to the previous monitoring periods, one-source stories on relevant issues predominated (only 46 sources were used in 37 articles in March - May 2006, i.e. slightly more than 1.2 source per story). Two groups of sources predominated throughout the present monitoring period – “victims” (10) and “public officials” (10). In seven cases newspapers quoted representatives of non-governmental organizations (in most cases these were representatives of “La Strada” non-governmental organization). On four occasions news media were quoted as sources, and on four other – “witnesses” (including the victims’ acquaintances and relatives). In one instance an expert was cited. The newspapers also quoted reports of international organizations, foreign officials and their readers as news sources. On six occasions the information sources were not identified.  
 A general overview of sources used throughout the sixth monitoring period is presented below:
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Story topics and headlines
Throughout the present monitoring period most of the articles covered activities of Moldovan law enforcement bodies, Government and Parliament aimed at combating human trafficking. This was the largest “topic” group (15 stories). Other topics covered included “trafficking process/result” (12 stories) and prevention activities carried out by non-governmental organizations (7 articles). In March - May 2006, the papers under analysis also reported about the cross-country tour of the “trafficking awareness” play staged at “Eugen Ionesco” theater, counter-trafficking activities of international bodies and of faith-based organizations, as well as about the general trends in organ harvesting around the world. 
A general overview of topics is presented in the chart below:   
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Trafficking for prostitution remained the most widely covered issue (it was mentioned 21 times). On six occasions trafficking for the purposes of “begging and petty crimes” was covered, and three stories focused on trafficking for the purposes of forced labor. One article reported about organ harvesting. In six relevant stories “trafficking type” was not specified.  
In March – May 2006, most of the headlines in the relevant stories continued to be “direct” statements about “X persons arrested on suspicion of trafficking” or “an increase in the number of trafficking victims.” Nevertheless, there were also headlines that aimed to stir the reader’s attention by raising questions, providing testimonials, warnings or solutions to problems. Throughout the present monitoring period the greatest variety of headlines was registered in Saptamina in articles published in the framework of the awareness campaign “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too). Some of these contained a positive message targeting at-risk persons – e.g. “Cineva e intotdeauna gata sa te ajute” (Someone is always ready to help you) (S., 28 April 2006, p. 21) or “Hai sa fim si de-acum inainte impreuna” (Let’s be together from now on) (S., 19 May 2006, p. 21). Other headlines called on the general public to refrain from stigmatizing the victims – e.g. “Nu injosi femeia care cade” (Do not humiliate the woman who falls down) (S., 10 March 2006, p. 21). A number of headlines aimed to convey the pain and trauma suffered by the victims – e.g. “Batuta crunt si private de hrana” (Severely beaten and left without food) (S., 3 March 2006, p. 21) or “Visez ca fug dintr-un hotel, dar cineva ma prinde” (I dream that I am trying to run from a hotel but someone captures me) (S., 21 April 2006, p. 21)       
Victim, trafficker profile
Compared to the previous monitoring period, the frequency of victim mention was somewhat lower (in March – May 2006 they were mentioned in 75.7% of the articles as compared to 78.4% in December 2005-February 2006). A general overview for the six monitoring periods is provided below:
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In March - May 2006, specified victims included 21 women, 3 men and 17 groups. The age of victims was specified in 16 out of 41 cases. Most of the specified victims were either underage or aged 18 to 30 (seven mentions each). One victim belonged to the 31-40 age group and one was older than 40. 

As in the previous monitoring periods, the portrayal of victims continued to lack relevant details. In most of the articles place of residence or family status were not mentioned. Thus, only three articles mentioned the fact that the victims were married, and in one case the author specified that the trafficking victim was divorced. “Countryside” was mentioned as the place of victims’ residence on seven instances, and in seven other cases victims’ place of residence was a Moldovan town. In most cases, trafficking duration or cause of migration were not specified. In those instances when victims provided reasons for going abroad, desire to escape poverty and family problems were the leading causes (10 mentions). Most of the victims had thought they would be working as waiters or housemaids. In one case the person had thought she would be employed at a factory, while another had married a Turkish citizen who placed her “under house arrest” in a remote Turkish village. One of the victims was a man who had worked as a truck driver before being kidnapped in Tajikistan and trafficked into forced labor.  
In an absolute majority of cases (more than 89%) the victim’s state of health upon return was not specified. Nevertheless, on eight occasions relevant details were provided. It was mentioned that the victims had suffered from psychological traumas and had been severely beaten. Some had been gang-raped, forced to take drugs or had been starving. Several victims of organ harvesting had become alcoholics. In one case the victim was forced to have an abortion, and one person committed suicide. 
In March - May 2006, no trafficking victims were mentioned by their full name. In 11 cases the victims’ first names were given, and initials were used on one occasion. Complete anonymity was retained in 29 instances. In most cases (22 instances), compassion to the victims was clearly expressed. On the other hand, the report about a press conference organized by the Moldovan Interior Ministry quoted the head of the Center for Trafficking Prevention as saying that many of the victims “had known what they were doing,” i.e. their lack of judgment had been criticized (S., 26 May 2006, p. 4). In all other cases no attitude to trafficking victims was expressed.  
Traffickers were mentioned in 25 stories (67.6%) – more often than in the previous period (c.f. in December 2005 – February 2006, traffickers were mentioned in 56.8% of stories). Most of these were groups (12 cases). Ten female and ten male traffickers were specified in the relevant stories published in March - May 2006. In most cases, the age of the traffickers was not mentioned. In five cases these were persons belonging to the 18-30 age group, and three of the suspected traffickers were aged 40+. Three traffickers had been former victims themselves – two persons had suffered illegal organ harvesting in Turkey, whereas one had been trafficked for prostitution to Russia (see, NM., 20 April 2006, p. 2; MV., 31 March 2006, p. 4). 
Trafficking destination was mentioned in 32 out of 37 stories. In most of these cases the focus was on trans-national trafficking. In March - May 2006, the following destination countries were mentioned: Albania, Croatia, Cyprus, Germany, Israel, Italy, Poland, Russia, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates and Tajikistan. Throughout this period, the monitored newspapers also mentioned the province of Kosovo(a) as a trafficking destination. The only instance of internal trafficking was reported in the article about a 16-year-old boy who had been taken from a boarding school by his father and “forced to become a slave” (published in Moldova suverana on 5 April 2006).   
Problem perspective, solution
Unlike in the previous monitoring periods, in March – May 2006 more stories viewed the phenomenon of trafficking from a clear perspective and proposed solutions to problems. 
In twelve cases the general story frame was the moral depravity of traffickers and in nine instances the problem was viewed in the context of poor economic conditions. In seven cases the dominating frame was destruction of family values, and in the other two – lack of social support. 
Solutions were offered in 19 out of 37 relevant stories (51% compared to 27% of stories in the previous monitoring period). These included tips on how to look for legal employment abroad, information about possibilities to get legal consultations, psychological counseling, etc. Several articles tackled aspects of international cooperation (between governments and various non-governmental organizations) aimed at combating trafficking in persons. Examples of legal employment opportunities abroad have been provided (see, for example, MS., 25 May 2006, p. 1). 

Interestingly enough, these positive tendencies were largely due to the awareness-raising campaign “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too), which was carried out by “La Strada”. In the framework of the campaign, the weekly Saptamina carried regular articles in its “Samariteanca” section focusing on various facets of the problem. Not only did the newspaper carry the largest number of diverse articles and publish the largest number of relevant graphics, but most of the stories also provided a clear problem solution.
A comparative chart comparing the number of stories with and without “clear problem solutions” is provided below:
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Conclusions: 

· Unlike in the previous monitoring periods, there were more attempts to provide in-depth analysis of the phenomenon and there appeared to be more effort to put the examined problems in a general context.
· There were significantly more cases when solutions to at-risk population or to the trafficked persons were suggested.
· The number of articles following up on issues raised in breaking stories increased.

· There was a greater variety of headlines and more relevant graphics have been used. 
· The number of features has increased.

· Significantly more victims and representatives of non-governmental organizations have been used as sources of information.

· Nevertheless, these changes were largely due to the public awareness campaign carried out in the weekly Saptamina. 
· Such journalistic genres as interviews and opinion pieces remained largely under-represented. 

· For most of the monitored newspapers, trafficking prevention and new perspectives for vulnerable population segments has not become a priority issue. 

Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr. Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Ina Badarau, Maria Praporscic, Aliona Terguta.
External consultant: Dr. Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.
* estimates are based on the study “Audienţa presei scrise în Moldova,” (Audience of print media in Moldova), which was carried out by IMAS Inc. in October 2004. 


** circulation of all the analyzed newspapers as of May 2006.


�  The public awareness campaign “Si mie imi pasa” was carried out by “La Strada” non-governmental organization from Chisinau in partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the European Commission and ICCO from the Netherlands in November 2005 – May 2006. The campaign aimed to change the attitude of the general public to trafficking victims and encourage trafficked persons/potential victims to turn to “La Strada” for assistance.
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