
[image: image1.emf]10

33

30

36

37

0

10

20

30

40

First Period Second Period Third Period Fourth Period Fifth Period

Number of relevant stories:


New Perspectives for Women

Media monitoring 
BULLETIN 5 (December 2005 – February 2006)

Methodology

The present research analyzes media coverage of human trafficking and its prevention, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness-enhancement component and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive and in-depth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to formulate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven of the most popular general-interest newspapers with nationwide circulation have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares*): 

Saptamina - weekly with a print run of 18,540 copies; 

Novoie vremia - weekly with a print run of 10,450 copies;
Jurnal de Chisinau - twice-weekly with a print run of 5,500 copies on Tuesdays and 22,000 copies on Fridays;
Moldavskie vedomosti - twice-weekly, average print run 10,500 copies;  

Timpul - five appearances per week, print run 3,000 copies on Mondays-Thursdays and 12,000 on Fridays;
Moldova Suverana - four appearances per week, weekly print run 20,716 copies;
Nezavisimaia Moldova - four appearances per week, print-run 4,695 copies.**
All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analyzed, along with activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments. Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the fifth period (December 2005- February 2006).  

Major trends

In December 2005 – February 2006 the seven monitored newspapers published 37 articles about the issues under analysis. This was the largest number of relevant articles registered since the start of the monitoring in January 2005.  Similar to the previous periods the articles tackled individual cases of human trafficking prevention, reports of international bodies on trafficking trends and victim profiles, public awareness campaigns and legal initiatives aimed at combating the phenomenon, as well as a play featuring relevant problems. The papers also published letters signed by trafficking victims, reported about the disappearance of two presumed trafficking victims abroad and described the plight of a young woman, who had been sold to a foreign husband by her own parents. 

 The coverage dynamics over the five monitoring periods is presented in the chart below:
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The largest number of articles within the scope of the present research was published in Timpul (10). In December 2005-February 2006, Moldavskie vedomosti carried six articles, whereas Jurnal de Chisinau, Saptamina and Novoie vremia each carried five articles on human trafficking and its prevention. During the present monitoring period, four stories appeared in Nezavisimaia Moldova and two - in Moldova Suverana. 

Topics covered in December 2005-February 2006 included trafficking of women, men and children for the purposes of prostitution, forced labor and organ harvesting. During this period, Timpul devoted most of its coverage to trafficking for prostitution and organ harvesting. The paper wrote about successful operations carried out by the officers of “Centrul pentru combaterea traficului de fiinte umane” (Center for Human Trafficking Prevention) and public feedback on the play “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people), which was produced with the financial support from the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Timpul reported about a round table organized in Comrat in southern Moldova to tackle the problems of 20,000 Gagauz women, a large number of whom are suspected to have been trafficked to Turkey. Another reporting highlight was an IOM report, according to which more than 30% of women trafficked to Turkey are Moldovan citizens. The paper also carried two articles about organ harvesting – a short news item about a hospital in Sofia (Bulgaria) suspected of having carried out a number of illegal organ transplants from Moldovan donors and an in-depth analysis of the phenomenon in general.  Along with stories about operations on trafficking prevention, Moldavskie vedomosti published an article about dangers of meeting people over the Internet and problems of migrant workers from the southern village of Cismichioi, some of whom had died or disappeared under suspicious circumstances while working abroad. During the present monitoring period, Jurnal de Chisinau also published an article about a missing young man, whose parents suspected that he had been trafficked. The paper also carried an article about a young woman, who had been sold to a Saudi Arabian husband for USD 8,000 by her own parents, as well as a letter of another young woman who deplored the phenomenon of human trafficking and called on the authorities to “Bring the girls back!”  In late January 2005, Saptamina launched a series of letters in the section “Samariteanca” aimed to provide first-hand accounts about the dangers of human trafficking (in the framework of the project entitled “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too) administered by the Chisinau-based non-governmental organization “La Strada”). In Nezavisimaia Moldova, reporting highlights included a report about the growing number of trafficking cases uncovered by police in 2003-2005.     
Some trafficking cases were covered by several newspapers. Thus, both Timpul and Novoie vremia reported about the arrest of three women suspected of recruiting young girls for “work” in Turkey, the failed attempt of an adult to traffic a 12-year-old boy from Tighina (Bender) to Chisinau, as well as about the play “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people) featuring the plight of Moldovan migrant workers abroad. The story about a U.S. citizen accused of sexually abusing minors and of trafficking them to Cuba was published in the January issues of Jurnal de Chisinau and Novoie vremia. Both Moldavskie vedomosti and Novoie vremia carried articles about the arrest of a 35-year old woman accused of trafficking young girls to Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates. In January, Moldavskie vedomosti and Nezavisimaia Moldova also reported about another incident – arrest of a 22-year old former trafficking victim suspected of luring women to Cyprus. Nezavisimaia Moldova and Moldova suverana published the text of the government’s report to parliament on the way its activities in a variety of fields (including the domain of trafficking prevention) had been carried out. Both papers reported about the draft law that would prevent suspected traffickers from receiving entry visas and residence permits for Moldova.  
Throughout the fifth monitoring period the following common features were observed in the newspapers under analysis:  

· relevant issues were not given high prominence (there were only two front-page articles);

· very short and short articles made up more than half of the total story number;

· 54% contained no graphics;

· straightforward news made up two-thirds of all articles;

· single-source stories predominated, and the single largest group of sources was “government officials”  (25%);

· the coverage was overwhelmingly limited to “breaking news” (only three stories followed up on issues featured earlier);

· most of the relevant articles highlighted the prevention activities of the Moldovan law-enforcement bodies, Government or Parliament;

· more than 81% of the stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking.

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only two out of 37 articles analyzed in this period were published on the front page (both of them in Timpul). Two articles were carried on the last page (both in Nezavisimaia Moldova). All other stories appeared on the inside pages of the monitored publications. 

Throughout this period, seven “very long” articles were published (two in Moldavskie vedomosti, two in Moldova suverana, and one each in Nezavisimaia Moldova, Jurnal de Chisinau and Timpul). In December 2005-February 2006, the papers under analysis carried one long, ten medium-length and nine short articles. Ten “very short” articles on trafficking and its prevention were registered in the present monitoring period.

Relevant graphics
There were no graphical supplements in 20 of 37 articles analyzed. Five out of seven monitored newspapers published photographs to illustrate stories on these issues, and one carried the logo of an anti-trafficking awareness campaign with a hotline number for victims. Similar to the previous monitoring period, there were no graphics accompanying relevant stories in Nezavisimaia Moldova. 
The largest number of graphics (eight illustrations) was registered in Timpul. These included the photograph of the poster from the play “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people) (T., 9 December 2005, p. 9) and the picture of a scene from the same play (T., 16 December 2005, p. 10). The article about the failed attempt to traffic a 12-year old boy was accompanied by a mug-shot of the prospective victim (T., 10 January 2006, p. 1). The report series on the results of a recent IOM study on the profile of women trafficked to Turkey (more than 30% of whom are Moldovan nationals) was illustrated with several “generic” photographs – of a group of four women pensively looking into the camera, an ad banner for Turkey, and a picture of a woman’s face partially covered with a mask (see T., 7 February 2006, p. 3; T., 10 February 2006, p. 5 and T., 17 February 2006, p. 11). A picture of the Istanbul hospital suspected of performing illegal organ harvesting and another one featuring the man who lost a kidney as a result of such surgery accompanied the article about this widespread phenomenon in Moldova (T., 10 February 2006, p. 1).
Throughout the present monitoring period, all five stories published in Saptamina in the framework of the public awareness campaign titled “Si mie imi pasa” (I care, too) carried the campaign logo with info about the sponsors and a hotline phone number for victims. In December 2005 – February 2006, Moldavskie vedomosti published four pictures alongside relevant stories. These included a photograph of a computer room to illustrate the story about dangers of Internet ‘friendships’ (MV., 2 December 2005, p. 4), and three pictures accompanying the story about the plight of migrant workers from the village of Cismichioi in southern Moldova (MV., 9 December 2005, p. 3). One of these featured the young man who died in Turkey under suspicious circumstances, another – a woman kneeling at a grave, and the third – a village cemetery.  In Jurnal de Chisinau, the story about a missing young man whose parents suspected he had been trafficked, was illustrated with the portrait of the presumed victim (JC., 16 December 2005, p. 7), whereas the article about a young woman sold to Saudi Arabian husband for USD 8,000 – with a picture of an Arab in a traditional headdress flanked by two camels (JC., 23 December 2005, p. 15). The only illustration on the issue in Moldova suverana was the photograph of the parliament building in Chisinau in the story on the proposed legal amendments that would bar the issuance of entry visas and residence permits to suspected traffickers (MS., 3 December 2005, p. 3).  
Similar to the previous monitoring periods, very few photographs carried captions, and in most cases graphics were irrelevant to the stories under analysis.     
 Article type, genre
Only three follow-up stories were published in December 2005-February 2006. One of them appeared in Timpul on 10 February 2006 and provided additional details about the results of a recent IOM study on trafficking victim profiles in Turkey (T, “Atrase in Turcia” (Lured to Turkey), p. 5). The study was first mentioned in a brief published on 7 February 2006 (T, “Trafic de fiinte” (Human trafficking), p. 3). Similarly,on 9 December 2005 Novoie vremia carried a story about the play “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people), which was widely covered by the media in November 2005. Similarly, Timpul picked up on the case of organ harvesting first broadcast by a Moscow-based channel (“Mi-am vindut un rinichi si acum sint gospodar” (I sold a kidney and now I have my own household) (T., 10 February 2006, p. 1).     

Throughout this period, “news” was by far the most popular genre in the monitored newspapers (a total of 23 items published). The second largest group was “stories of other genres” – largely letters aiming to serve as a deterrent to prospective trafficking victims. In December 2005 – February 2006, the papers carried three analyses/commentaries and three features on relevant issues. During that time no interviews or opinion pieces on trafficking and its prevention were registered.  

An overview of the article genres used in the seven papers to report on trafficking and prevention thereof is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information
Similar to the previous monitoring periods, one-source stories on relevant issues predominated (only 48 sources were used in 37 articles in December 2005 – February 2006, i.e. less than 1.3 source per story). The single largest group of sources was “public officials” (12) followed by “other sources” (11). The latter included a reader, victims’ relatives and friends, as well as a theater director and a physician. In nine cases other news media were quoted as sources. Throughout the present monitoring period four victims and four eye witnesses appeared as news sources, along with three representatives of non-governmental organizations. On two occasions journalists referred to reports of international organizations and in five instances the source of information was not identified.

 A general overview of sources used throughout the fifth monitoring period is presented below:
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Story topics and headlines
Throughout the present monitoring period most of the articles covered activities of Moldovan law enforcement bodies, Government and Parliament aimed at combating human trafficking. This was the largest “topic” group (18 stories). Other topics covered included “trafficking process/result” (13 stories) and prevention activities carried out by non-governmental organizations. In December 2005-February 2006, the papers under analysis also reported about a “trafficking awareness” play staged at “Eugen Ionesco” theater in Chisinau and a prevention campaign launched in Turkey by several international bodies. 
A general overview of topics is presented in the chart below:   
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Trafficking for prostitution was the most widely covered issue (it was mentioned 23 times). On six occasions trafficking for organ harvesting was covered, and in two cases the stories focused on trafficking for the purposes of “begging and petty crimes.” In six relevant stories “trafficking type” was not specified. Trafficking was also mentioned in the context of the disappearance of a 22-year old man in Austria en route to Italy, and the death of another young man in Turkey. 
Compared to the previous monitoring period, headlines of the relevant stories appeared to be more creative. Along with the traditional “X persons arrested on suspicion of trafficking,” article titles contained warnings to prospective victims and provided an insight into the destinies of persons who had been trafficked. Some headlines described the recent initiatives of authorities on trafficking prevention or even challenged the common perception about organ harvesting, e.g. “Mi-am vindut un rinichi si acum sint gospodar” (I sold a kidney and now I have my own household) (T., 10 February 2006, p. 1).    
Victim, trafficker profile
Compared to the previous two monitoring periods, the frequency of victim mention was higher than in the previous monitoring period (in December 2005-February 2006, victims were mentioned in 78.4% of the stories as compared to 69.4% in September-November 2005). A general overview for the five monitoring periods is provided below:
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In December 2005-February 2006, specified victims included 12 women, 9 men and 17 groups. The age of victims was specified in 18 out of 38 cases. Most of the specified victims were underage (9 mentions). On eight occasions, the monitored newspapers covered the fate of persons aged 18-30, and on one occasion the victim belonged to the 31-40 age group. 

As in the previous monitoring periods, the portrayal of victims continued to lack relevant details. Place of residence or family status were rarely mentioned. Thus, only one article mentioned the fact that the victim was married, and in five cases authors specified that trafficking victims were single.  “Countryside” was mentioned as the place of victims’ residence on 13 instances, and in five cases victims’ place of residence was a Moldovan town. In most cases, trafficking duration or cause of migration were not specified. In those instances when victims provided reasons for going abroad, desire to make “quick money” and escape poverty were the leading causes (14 mentions). In two stories trafficking victims had planned to gather enough money to afford a wedding, and one person mentioned “search for a better life” as the reason for going abroad. In the story about the dangers of meeting people over the Internet, a young girl had thought she was going to spend a vacation at the seaside with her boyfriend, instead of which she was trafficked to Moscow for sexual exploitation (MV., 2 December 2005, p. 4).    
In an absolute majority of cases (more than 81.6%) the victim’s state of health upon return was not specified. Nevertheless, on seven occasions relevant details were provided. Thus, victims’ letters published in Saptamina in January-February 2006 mentioned that they suffered from depression, frequently became “physical and moral ruins,” had a whole “bouquet of sicknesses” and that their “lives had been ruined too early.” The organ trafficking victim mentioned in an article in Timpul became an alcoholic and committed suicide before turning 30 (T., 10 February 2006, p. 1).   
In December 2005-February 2006, four trafficking victims were mentioned by their full name. In four cases the victims’ first names were given, and an alias was used on one occasion.  Anonymity was retained in 28 instances. In most cases, no attitude to the victims was expressed. Compassion was clearly expressed in 13 cases. In the victims’ letters carried by Saptamina in February 2006, “regret at not having been informed about the dangers of trafficking” was expressed, and in the story about the girl sold to a Saudi Arab husband the author expressed relief that “everything had ended well” for the victim (JC., 23 December 2005, p. 15).
Traffickers were mentioned in 21 stories (56.8%) – somewhat more often than in the previous period (c.f. in September –November 2005, traffickers were mentioned in 55.5% of stories). Most of these were men (15 cases). Nine female traffickers and three trafficking rings were specified in the relevant stories published in December 2005–February 2006. In most cases, the age of the traffickers was not mentioned. In six cases these were persons belonging to the 31-40 age group, in four cases these were young people under 30 years of age, and two of the suspected traffickers were aged 40+. One of the traffickers had been a former victim herself in Turkey and was now luring young women to that region by promising them well-paying jobs as sales assistants in Cyprus (NM, 7 January 2006, p. 4; MV, 20 January 2006, p. 4). 
Trafficking destination was mentioned in 32 out of 37 stories. In most of these cases the focus was on trans-national trafficking. In December 2005-February 2006, the following destination countries were mentioned: Austria, Bulgaria, Cuba, Cyprus, Israel, Italy, Russia, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates. The only case of internal trafficking covered throughout this period was highlighted by Novoie vremia and Timpul - an attempt of a man to kidnap a 12-year old boy from Bender and take him to Chisinau (NV., 20 January 2006, p. 4; T., 10 January 2006, p. 1). 
Problem perspective, solution

Many of the stories on the relevant issues continued to lack clear “story messages” or offer “new perspectives” to vulnerable population segments. This is closely linked to the fact that in-depth reporting of the relevant issues was insufficient (cf. 23 out of 37 articles registered in the present monitoring period were “news”). No problem solutions were offered in 27 out of 37 analyzed articles.
In 16 articles the problem of trafficking was viewed in the context of poor economic conditions. In four other stories the general frame was the moral depravity of traffickers, and in two articles the problem perspective was “destruction of family values.” Throughout the present monitoring period newspapers also viewed trafficking as an important domain of government activities.
An interesting approach to the problem was offered in the article “Internet znakomstva i ih posledstvia” (Consequences of getting acquainted over the Internet) which was published in Moldavskie vedomosti on 2 December 2005. Not only did the author describe heart-breaking stories of two women who had become victims of Internet acquaintances, but she also carried out her own journalistic investigation. After joining an online dating service the journalist received some 180 e-mails and met with three persons. The narrow escape from the third encounter described in the article was expected to serve as a deterrent to other women, who might consider finding dates over the Internet. 
Another interesting article appeared in Timpul on 10 February 2006. Suggestively entitled “Mi-am vindut un rinichi si acum sunt gospodar” (I sold a kidney and now I have my own household), the article challenges the opinion, which is still widespread, especially in the rural areas, that selling your internal organs abroad can be a “quick fix” to problems at home. The journalist provides an in-depth analysis of the phenomenon based on interviews with victims, medical doctors and information collected through “organ harvesting” Web sites. The heart-breaking stories of victims are expected to serve as a warning to those, who contemplate taking such steps. 
Solutions proposed in the articles, albeit infrequently, included calls for more comprehensive information campaigns, better reintegration opportunities for former victims, developing a more tolerant attitude to trafficking victims in society, creation of jobs for vulnerable population segments that would offer alternatives to going abroad, as well as tightening border control that would prevent suspected traffickers from reaching Moldova. 
In December 2005-February 2006, newspapers under analysis continued to cover the performances of “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s People) play, which aimed to provide a novel approach to trafficking prevention.       
Conclusions: 

· Similar to the previous monitoring periods, trafficking prevention and new perspectives for vulnerable population segments did not become a priority issue for the monitored newspapers; 

· Diversity of sources continued to be insufficient, and such journalistic genres as interviews and opinion pieces remained largely under-represented;

· Journalists practically did not follow up on issues raised in breaking stories;

· There were few attempts to provide an in-depth analysis of the phenomenon, and little effort                               was made to put the examined problems in a general context; 
· Most of the monitored newspapers did not suggest solutions to trafficking victims; 

· Taking into account the seriousness of the problem, a claim can be made that public awareness about relevant issues was not adequately raised.
Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr. Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Maria Praporscic, Carolina Budesco
External consultant: Dr. Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.

* estimates are based on the study “Audienţa presei scrise în Moldova,” (Audience of print media in Moldova), which was carried out by IMAS Inc. in October 2004. 


** circulation of all the analyzed newspapers as of February 2006.
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