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New Perspectives for Women

Media monitoring 
BULLETIN 4 (September – November 2005)

Methodology

The present research analyzes media coverage of human trafficking and its prevention, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness-enhancement component and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive and in-depth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to formulate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven of the most popular general-interest newspapers with nationwide circulation have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares*): 

Saptamina - weekly with a print run of ca. 22,000 copies 

Novoie Vremia - weekly with a print run of 11,000 copies

Jurnal de Chisinau - twice-weekly with a print run of 15,300 copies

Moldavskie Vedomosti - twice-weekly, average print run 7,500 copies  

Timpul - five appearances per week, average print run 17,000 copies

Moldova Suverana - four appearances per week, average print run 6,000 copies

Nezavisimaia Moldova - four appearances per week, average print-run 8,000 copies

All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analyzed, along with activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments. Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the fourth period (September – November 2005).  

Major trends

In September-November 2005 the seven monitored newspapers published 36 articles about individual cases of human trafficking prevention, reports of international bodies on trafficking trends and victim profiles, public awareness campaigns, films and plays featuring relevant problems, as well as legal initiatives aimed at combating the phenomenon. This was the largest number of relevant articles registered since the start of the monitoring in January 2005. The coverage dynamics over the four monitoring periods is presented in the chart below:
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Similar to the previous monitoring period, the largest number of articles within the scope of the present research was published in Moldavskie vedomosti (8). In September-November, Jurnal de Chisinau and Timpul each carried seven articles, whereas six stories were published in Nezavisimaia Moldova. Moldova Suverana carried four articles, and three stories appeared in Saptamina. During the present monitoring period, Novoe vremia carried only one article on relevant issues. 

The range of topics covered in September-November included analysis of trafficking of women and children in the context of general migration trends in Moldova and adoption by Moldovan Parliament in the final reading of the Law on trafficking prevention. Another highlight was a report about an international reward bestowed upon the makers of the film “Sex Traffic” and an in-depth interview with a psychologist, who regularly offers counseling services to trafficking victims. Most of the papers under analysis also reported on specific police operations and court trials aimed at trafficking prevention.

Some of these cases were covered by several newspapers. Thus, three out of the seven monitored papers wrote about the arrest of traffickers who had been ‘exporting’ sex slaves to the United Arab Emirates and Cyprus. The new play “Oameni ai nimanui” (Nobody’s people), which had been staged under the auspices of the project “Trafficking prevention in Moldova,” was reviewed in three newspapers, and  three of the monitored papers covered the arrest of a trafficker, who had “purchased” underage sex slaves for USD 100 each. The mass vigil for victims of trafficking, which had brought hundreds of people to downtown Chisinau in September, was extensively covered by Jurnal de Chisinau and Timpul. Other issues that received coverage in several monitored papers included the launching of a center on human trafficking prevention with financial support of the U.S. Government (covered by Nezavisimaia Moldova and Moldavskie vedomosti) and the start of a public awareness campaign conducted by the non-governmental organization “La Strada” (Moldavskie vedomosti and Moldova suverana). 
Throughout the fourth monitoring period the following common features were observed in the newspapers under analysis:  

· relevant issues were not given high prominence (there were only two front-page articles);

· very short and short articles made up more than half of the total story number;

· two-thirds contained no graphics;

· straightforward news was an absolute majority (more than 83% of all articles);

· single-source stories predominated, and the single largest group was “news media” sources (36%);

· the coverage was overwhelmingly limited to “breaking news” (only one story followed up on issues featured earlier);

· most of the relevant articles highlighted the prevention activities of the Moldovan law-enforcement bodies, Government or Parliament;

· more than 86% of the stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking.

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only two out of 36 articles analyzed in this period were published on the front page (one in Nezavisimaia Moldova and another in Timpul). Eight articles were carried on the last page (three each in Moldova Suverana and Nezavisimaia Moldova, and two in Timpul). All other stories appeared on the inside pages of the monitored publications. 

Throughout this period, two “very long” articles were published (one in Nezavisimaia Moldova and another one in Timpul). In September-November, the papers under analysis carried nine long, four medium-length and seven short articles. Fourteen “very short” articles on trafficking and its prevention were registered in the present monitoring period.

Relevant graphics
There were no graphical supplements in 23 of 36 articles analyzed. Four out of seven monitored newspapers published photographs to illustrate stories on these issues. Throughout the monitoring period, there were no graphics accompanying relevant stories in Nezavisimaia Moldova, Saptamina or Novoie vremia. The largest number of graphics (five illustrations each) was registered in Jurnal de Chisinau and Timpul. Moldova suverana and Moldavskie vedomosti each carried two illustrations.
In Jurnal de Chisinau, a scanned picture of a poster inviting members of the general public to join the vigil in support of the trafficking victims in front of the cathedral “Nasterea Domnului” in downtown Chisinau accompanied a story about the event (JC, September 13, p.10). There was a photograph of two arms chained to the wall (most likely in a prison cell – N. A.-Z.) in the article about the most recent data on the number of human trafficking victims provided in an International Organization for Migration (OIM) report (JC, September 20, p.4). The editorial entitled “Comunistii si prostitutia” (Communists and prostitution) was accompanied by the author’s mug shot (JC, September 23, p. 6), and a photograph of a prison interior was published alongside the story about the death of a 24-year trafficker in the Chisinau penitentiary (JC, November 4, p. 3). Finally, a photograph capturing a scene from “Oameni ai nimanui” accompanied the review of this play about the fate of Moldovan émigrés (JC, November 23, p. 10). 
Timpul, too, re-printed the poster announcing the public vigil in support of the trafficking victims (T, September 14, p. 3). A brief following the event was accompanied by a picture of lighted candles (T, September 16, p. 24), while the lengthy interview with Lilia Gorceac, OIM psychologist providing counseling services to trafficking victims, carried two photographs of the woman (T, September 23, p. 16-17). The story about the premiere of the OIM-sponsored “Oameni ai nimanui,” was accompanied by a picture from the press conference announcing the event (T, November 23, p. 4). 
In Moldova suverana, the story about trafficking of children for the purposes of forced labor (MS, 22 September, p. 2) was illustrated with a photograph of a group of adult sailors wearing shorts, who were pulling a rope in an artistic manner (apparently from a musical show – N. A.-Z.), and the review of “Oameni ai nimanui” carried a picture of a lonely figure on a desolate road (MS, November 25, p.4). 
Moldavskie vedomosti chose to illustrate relevant stories with “symbolic” pictures. Thus, a story about two police operations that had led to the arrest of three trafficking suspects (MV, September 30, p. 4) was accompanied by a photograph of a young woman in evening attire, seated on a suitcase under a road sign with European Union stars (apparently hitch-hiking to Europe – N. A.-Z.). A collage depicting a woman in negligee with a chained leg leaning against the wall with the inscription “Girls, girls, girls” was supposed to illustrate a story about the arrest of a 25-year old trafficking suspect (MV, November 11, p. 4).  
None of the pictures illustrating the stories within the scope of the present research carried captions. Most of them were downloaded from the Internet, and only a few provided additional details, etc. about the reported events or phenomena. There appears to be a general trend to use “symbolic photographs.” Unfortunately, these are not “more telling than words.” Instead, most of them are misleading or inappropriate (e.g. photograph of adult sailors illustrating the story about trafficking in children). Some, like the “Girls, girls, girls” collage, might even contribute to the rise of intolerance in the perception of the trafficking victims (it is actually not clear who the picture refers to – the trafficker or the victims!) .  

 Article type, genre
Only one follow-up story was published in September - November 2005. It appeared in Timpul on September 16 and provided additional details about the public, open-air vigil in support of trafficking victims (T, “Te Deum Anti-trafic”, p. 24). The event had been previewed in a lengthy article published on September 14 (T, “Ambasadorul Norvegiei se va ruga, maine, alaturi de mii de moldoveni”, p. 3).     

Throughout this period, “news” was by far the most popular genre in the monitored newspapers (a total of 30 items published). There were four analyses/commentaries, one opinion piece, and one interview on the issues under analysis. In September - November, the newspapers carried no features or relevant stories of “other” genres. 

An overview of the article genres used in the seven papers to report on trafficking and prevention thereof is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information

Similar to the previous monitoring periods, one-source stories on relevant issues predominated (53 sources were used in 36 articles in September- November). The single largest group of sources used was news media (13) followed by public officials (11). Newspapers under analysis also used politicians, victims, NGO representatives, eye witnesses, reports of international organizations, foreign diplomats and experts as sources. “Other sources” have also included a playwright, a priest, and a medical doctor. On five occasions the source of information was not identified.

 A general overview of sources used throughout the fourth monitoring period is presented below:
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Story topics and headlines
Throughout the present monitoring period most of the articles covered activities of law enforcement bodies, Government and Parliament aimed at combating human trafficking. This was the largest “topic” group (21 stories). Other topics covered included reports of international organizations, international public awareness campaigns, profiles of victims and traffickers, as well as activities of personalities from the field of arts and culture in response to this phenomenon. In September-November, no stories focusing on the response of local non-governmental organizations were registered (i.e. those not triggered by or carried under the auspices of international programs). 
A general overview of topics is presented in the chart below:   
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Trafficking for prostitution was the most widely covered issue (it was mentioned 32 times). On four occasions trafficking for forced labor and begging were specified, and in one article organ harvesting was covered. In four relevant stories the “trafficking type” was not specified. Trafficking was also mentioned in the context of the “mysterious death” of a female prison inmate and in the editorial entitled “Comunistii si prostitutia” (Communists and prostitution) to illustrate the scope of current problems facing Moldovan society (JC, September 23, p. 6).
Unlike the title mentioned above, many headlines of the relevant stories lacked creativity. The typical headline is reminiscent of a police report and contains variations on the following schemes: “x trafficking suspects arrested” or “x trafficking channels uncovered.” 
Victim, trafficker profile
Compared to the previous two monitoring periods, the frequency of victim mention was somewhat lower. Nevertheless, this index was higher than in the first monitoring period (see the comparative chart below):
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In September - November, specified victims included 23 women and 23 groups. However, no adult males were specified as victims of trafficking. The age of victims was specified only in 16 cases. Most often, victims were underage (12 mentions). On four occasions, the monitored newspapers covered the fate of persons aged 18-30. 

The portrayal of victims continued to lack relevant details. Their place of residence or family status were rarely mentioned. Thus, only one article wrote about the fact that the victim was married, and “countryside” was mentioned as the place of victims’ residence on seven occasions. Throughout the present monitoring period, there was no mention of “town” as the place of residence of trafficked victims. In most cases, trafficking duration or cause of migration were not specified. In those instances when victims provided reasons for going abroad, desire to make “quick money” and escape poverty were the leading causes (18 mentions).   
In an absolute majority of cases (more than 89%) the victim’s state of health upon return was not specified. However, the victim mentioned in the editorial “Comunistii si prostitutia” (JC, September 23, p. 6) confessed that she “had lost her health, and was physically and morally exhausted.” In another story, the psychologist offering counseling to former victims stated that they return home with serious problems – HIV, drug addiction, alcoholism, wounds and fractures (T, September 23, pp. 16-17).      

In September-November 2005, only one trafficking victim was mentioned by her full name – Stela Enachi. This was the woman who had written a book about her tragic experience (T, September 14, p. 3). In two cases the victims’ first names were used, whereas anonymity was retained in 43 instances.

In most cases, no attitude to the victims was expressed. Compassion was clearly expressed in 11 cases, and in one instance the victims were criticized for not looking for other ways to escape poverty. A comparison is made with other poor countries from the region, where this phenomenon has not become so pervasive (JC, September 23, p. 6). 
Traffickers were mentioned in 20 stories (55.5%) – more than in the previous period (c.f. in June - August, traffickers were mentioned in 53% of stories). Most of these were women (17 cases). Fourteen male traffickers and two trafficking rings were specified in the relevant stories published in September-November. Most of the traffickers mentioned in the stories were aged 40+. However, there were five cases in which these were aged 31-40, and seven instances in which traffickers were young persons aged 18-30. One of the traffickers had been a former victim herself in Kosovo and was now luring young women to that region by promising them well-paying jobs as waitresses (MV, November 11, p. 4). In most cases the traffickers’ full names were provided.  
Trafficking destination was mentioned in 35 out of 36 stories. In most of these cases the focus was on trans-national trafficking. In September - November, the following destination countries/regions were mentioned: Austria, Cyprus, Great Britain, Israel, Italy, Kosovo, Poland, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Arab Emirates. On several occasions the “West” or the “Schengen space” were mentioned as trafficking destinations. 
A new trend observed in the present monitoring period was the coverage of internal trafficking. Thus, Nezavisimaia Moldova, Moldavskie vedomosti and Novoie vremia in their November issues reported the arrest of a trafficker who had purchased underage girls for USD 100 each and forced them to engage in prostitution in a rented apartment in Chisinau. In a gruesome story about the death of a 24-year old woman trafficker in a Chisinau penitentiary, Jurnal de Chisinau wrote about her victim who had been lured to Chisinau with promises of work and then forced to become a sex slave (JC, November 4, p. 3).  
Problem perspective, solution
The coverage of relevant issues continued to lack clear “story messages,” and very few stories proposed solutions or offered “new perspectives” to vulnerable population segments. This is closely linked to the fact that in-depth reporting of the relevant issues was largely absent (cf. 30 out of 36 articles registered in the present monitoring period were “news”).
Journalists seldom went beyond stating that “trafficking in persons is an international problem, which requires international reaction and a better cooperation between governments” (see, for example, JC, 20 September, p. 4). 
In this respect, the interview published in Timpul on September 23, 2005, clearly stands out. Entitled “Lilia Gorceac: uneori se intimpla ca visez cosmarurile prin care au trecut victimele traficului” (Lilia Gorceac: sometimes I dream of horrors that trafficking victims have gone through), it provides an insight into challenges facing a psychologist who counsels victims on a daily basis. It also calls for the implementation of a whole range of steps aimed to assist victims. These embrace changes in the legal framework, i.e. adoption of a law on victim protection, strengthening the capacity of the civil society to offer support to victims, as well as proposals aimed to ensure the reintegration of former victims – professional training, small start-up grants, and workplaces.
 Another set of concrete proposals is offered in the article entitled “Studiile cedeaza in fata muncii la negru” (Studies fail in the face of work on the black market), which was published in Moldova suverana on September 22, 2005. The article highlights aspects of trafficking in children and calls for control over child labor, involvement of children in extra-curricular activities, organization of additional classes that would keep vulnerable children at school, and offering financial assistance to their families. 
An interesting trend observed in the present monitoring period was the coverage of cultural events, which aimed to provide a novel approach to trafficking prevention (e.g. “Oameni ai nimanui” play, which opened at Eugene Ionesco theater in November or the film “Sex traffic,” which won the Prix Italia).       
Case study

On October 4, 2005, “New Perspectives for Women” launched the national representative survey “Women at risk in the Republic of Moldova.” Conducted by IMAS Inc. in June 2005, the study involved 1030 persons, representative of the female population aged 16-35.  The research has shown that 6% of women aged between 16 and 35 can be considered as belonging to the “vulnerable” group with high risks to be trafficked, whereas the other 12% may be considered as belonging to the group with “medium risks” to be trafficked. Several factors contribute to this vulnerability: (1) poverty, low living standards; (2) existing migration networks; (3) family environment; (4) level of aspirations and values, as well as (5) the problem of access to jobs. According to the study, the majority of vulnerable persons come from the Southern regions of Moldova, and the occurrence of vulnerability is also higher in the urban area. Along with analyzing the phenomenon of “human trafficking” the survey also looked at the problem of “domestic violence.”
Two of the seven monitored papers analyzed the survey data. However, both focused only on aspects of “domestic violence.” Thus, in a short article published on October 7, 2005, Novoie vremia quoted the IMAS director as saying that a typical aggressor is a man without higher education (see “Three percent of women said they had been raped…”, p. 4).  Data the about percentage of women who had suffered various forms of violence were provided, and the story concluded by quoting Dr. Susanne Jalbert of Winrock as saying that growing economic independence of women makes them less vulnerable. The article also mentioned that the survey had been carried out in the framework of the “New Perspectives for Women” project, which aims at trafficking prevention.
Timpul carried an article in two instalments – the first part published on October 7, and the second – on October 14. The first part is entitled  “De ce femeile se lasa batute de barbati” (Why do women let men beat them) (T, October 7, 2005, pp.1, 16), while the second bears the headline “De ce barbatii isi bat femeile” (Why do men beat their women) (T, October 14, 2005, p. 16).  The article analyzes certain survey data (e.g. 46% of women stating that they have been victims of male violence), provides opinions of various personalities and even of the “perpetrators” themselves. The article concludes that the main causes of this phenomenon are “tradition of submission of a wife to her husband” and dire poverty that “prevents women from leaving their violent husbands and from turning over a new leaf” (T, October 7, p. 16).
Conclusions: 

· Similar to the previous monitoring periods, trafficking prevention and new perspectives for vulnerable population segments did not become a priority issue for the monitored newspapers; 

· Diversity of sources continued to be insufficient, and such journalistic genres as interviews, opinion pieces and features remained largely under-represented;

· Journalists practically did no follow up on issues raised in breaking stories;

· There were few attempts to provide an in-depth analysis of the phenomenon, and little effort                               was made to put the examined problems in a general context; 
· Most of the monitored newspapers did not suggest solutions to trafficking victims; 

· Taking into account the seriousness of the problem, a claim can be made that public awareness about relevant issues was not adequately raised.
Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr. Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Maria Praporscic, Carolina Budesco
External consultant: Dr. Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.

* estimates are based on the study “Audienţa presei scrise în Moldova,” (Audience of print media in Moldova), which was carried out by IMAS Inc. in October 2004. 
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