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New Perspectives for Women

Media monitoring bulletin 2 (March – May 2005)

Methodology

The present research proposes to study the coverage of human trafficking, prevention thereof, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness enhancement component, and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive and indepth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to elaborate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven most popular general-interest newspapers with nationwide circulation have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares*): 

Saptamina = weekly with a print run of ca. 22,000 copies 

Novoie Vremia = weekly with a print run of 11,000 copies

Jurnal de Chisinau = twice-weekly with a print run of 15,300 copies

Moldavskie Vedomosti = twice-weekly, average print run 7,500 copies  

Timpul = 3 appearances per week, average print run 17,000 copies

Moldova Suverana = 4 appearances per week, average print run 6,000 copies

Nezavisimaia Moldova  = 4 appearances per week, average print-run 8,000 copies

All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analysed, along with activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments. Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the second period (March – May 2005).  

Major trends

In March-May 2005, a certain growth was observed in both the number of relevant articles, as well as the range of papers that covered the issues within the scope of the present study. Throughout this period, the seven monitored newspapers published 33 articles about aspects of human trafficking, as well as activities of national and international bodies aimed at combating this phenomenon and offering reintegration assistance to victims ( for comparison, in January-February 2005, 3 out of the 7 monitored newspapers carried 10 articles on these topics).

The largest number of articles on relevant issues was published in Novoie Vremia (9). Moldova Suverana carried 6 articles, while Jurnal de Chisinau – 5. Nezavisimaia Moldova and Timpul  each had 4 articles, and one article appeared in Saptamina.         

During the present monitoring period, the papers wrote about cases of trafficking for prostitution, forced labor, begging, as well as organ harvesting - and some of these incidents were covered by several publications. Thus, in March four papers reported about the Orhei resident, who had trafficked a young woman with her two children and a friend, to Poland for begging. In April, three newspapers carried the highlights of the report “Trafficking in Human Beings in South Eastern Europe. 2004 – Focus on Prevention”, which had been published jointly by the UNICEF, UNHCR, and OSCE/ODIHR. In May, all the monitored papers wrote about the young man, who had agreed to sell part of his liver for USD 12,400, but also had lost his gallbladder in the surgery at a clinic in Romania.

In March – May 2005, the papers under analysis also covered the international conference of law enforcement bodies on trafficking prevention, police activities to eliminate several trafficking rings, launching of a documentary and a feature film on the issue. They also wrote about the assistance provided to trafficking victims by the International Organization for Migration and the Chisinau-based Center for Rehabilitation of Underage Persons (CPRCVF).    

Throughout the second monitoring period the following common features were observed in the newspapers under analysis:  

· relevant issues were not given high prominence (there were only four front-page articles);

· short and medium-length articles predominated  making up 63.6% of the total number;

· more than 60% of them contained no graphical supplements;

· straightforward news were an absolute majority (more than 78% of all articles);

· single-source stories predominated, and the single largest source group were “public officials” (45%);

· the coverage was largely limited to “breaking news” (only two stories followed up on the issues featured earlier);

· most of the relevant articles highlighted the prevention activities of the Moldovan law enforcement bodies, government or parliament;

· all stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking.

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only 4 out of 33 articles analysed in this period were published on the front page (two in Novoie Vremia, and one each in Moldova Suverana and Moldavskie Vedomosti). Six articles were carried on the last page (three in Nezavisimaia Moldova, two in Moldova Suverana, and one in Timpul). All other stories appeared on the inside pages of the monitored publications. 

Throughout this period, there was only one “very long” article (published in Moldova Suverana). There were 7 long, 8 medium-length and 13 short articles on relevant issues. In March-May 2005, the newspapers under analysis carried four “very short” articles on trafficking and its prevention.

Relevant graphical supplement

There were no graphical supplements in 20 out of 33 articles. However, compared to the previous monitoring period the number of papers that had used graphical supplements was higher. With the exception of Saptamina, all newspapers published photographs or cartoons to illustrate stories on these issues. 

The largest number (5) appeared alongside the stories in Moldova Suverana. These were photographs from events, material evidence in criminal investigations, as well as pictures of crime suspects. Novoie Vremia carried one photograph of a crime suspect and a one of a prize-winning police inspector, who had uncovered a major trafficking network. In a story about the plight of a group trafficked to Poland for begging, Moldavskie Vedomosti carried a cartoon criticising the government for failing to take tough measures to curb the phenomenon. Timpul published a shot from “Sex Traffic” in the story reviewing the film.  

The papers have also used the so-called “symbolic” photographs – a close-up of a child’s face to illustrate a story about a UNICEF report on trafficking in children (Timpul), a picture of a woman’s face resting on her arms in a story about “girls beaten by fate,” and a photograph of two unkempt children against a background of a shantytown in a story about trafficking by the Rroma nationals (both in Jurnal de Chisinau). These, along with two “generic” nude photos from Novoie Vremia, did not provide any relevant information. 

Throughout this period, only one photograph accompanying stories on the issues of trafficking and its prevention carried a caption.  

 Article type, genre

Only two follow-up stories were published in March– May 2005 - an update on the criminal case brought by a trafficking victim against authorities in Montenegro (in Novoie Vremia) and a sequel to the report on an international conference organized in Chisinau (Moldova Suverana).   

Throughout this period, “news” was by far the most popular genre in the monitored newspapers (a total of 26 items published). There were 3 analyses/commentaries, 3 features, and one interview on the relevant issues. In March-May, no opinion pieces/editorials or relevant stories of “other” genres were carried. 

An overview of the article genres used in the seven papers to report on trafficking and prevention thereof is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information
Simlilarly to the previous period, one-source stories on relevant issues were an absolute majority (39 sources used in 33 articles in March-May). However, there was a greater variety in terms of “source types” (8 types in the current monitoring period compared to 5 types in January-February 2005). The single largest group of sources used were state officials (15), followed by other news media (9). The newspapers under analysis also have used vicitms, NGO representatives, experts, eye witnesses, and representatives of international organizations as sources. On one occasion the source of information was not identified.

 A general overview of sources used throughout the second monitoring period is presented below:
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Topic
In March – May 2005, articles have covered aspects of trafficking for the purposes of prostitution, forced labor, begging, and organ harvesting, along with activities by government, parliament and law enforcement bodies to combat this phenomenon. The latter was the largest “topic” group (22 stories). Other topics covered included relevant activities of international organizations and reviews of films about trafficking. None of the stories registered in the second monitoring period were devoted to the response of local NGOs to human trafficking.  

A general overview of topics is presented in the chart below:   
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Victim, trafficker profile

Compared to the previous monitoring period, the coverage of relevant issues appeared to be more “personalized” in what concerns information about victims and traffickers. 

In March-May, the frequency of victim mentions was higher, and the amount of relevant details was greater. Thus, victims were specified in 28 articles (85% of the total number), and these included 16 women, 6 men, and 15 groups (cf. in January-February 2005, victims were mentioned in 60% of the articles).

Similarly to the previous period, the “average” trafficking victim remained a female aged 18-30, who had been forced to become a prostitute (15 instances). However, in March-May 2005 there were also stories about both males and females, who had been trafficked for organ harvesting (11 instances). Another victim “type” specified during the present monitoring period were children trafficked both for sex exploitation, as well as for begging. 

In most cases victims remained anonymous (32 instances). On one occasion the victim’s full name was given (in an article about a young woman, whose parents feared she had been trafficked to the United Arab Emirates). In three cases the victims’ first names were provided, and in one story an alias was used.

In most cases, victims had not been aware that they would be trafficked. Most often they had been promised “well-paying” jobs as dancers, cooks, sales assistants, waiters or bartenders. On 6 occasions victims admitted they had been aware of the real purpose of migration. Nevertheless, they had not realized what the consequences would be (e.g. the young man who had had his gallbladder removed along with part of the liver).  

Details about the victims’ state of health were provided in 7 instances. Some of these had developed complications after organ harvesting, others had been severly beaten or burned by owners or clients. There was even a story about two physically-handicapped persons, who had been trafficked. One story examined the problem of women, who remain pregnant while trafficked (Novoie Vremia).  

Compared to the previous period, journalists looked more often into the root causes of trafficking. Most often victims tried to escape family violence, poverty and unemployment. On 5 occasions the authors concluded that victims had thought they would be able to make “quick money.”

In most cases, no attitude to the victims was expressed. Compassion was clearly expressed in 7 cases, and the victims were criticized for their “ignorance” in 3 instances. 

In March-May, more relevant information was provided about the traffickers as well. They were mentioned in 21 stories (64%), and included 18 males and 7 females (cf. in January-February 2005, traffickers were mentioned in less than half of the articles). 

Most of the traffickers mentioned were in their thirties or older. In those cases when their place of residence was identified – rural areas were mentioned most often. Traffickers have included members of organized crime rings, along with a  “respectable” representative of the Moldovan calisthenics federation (Moldova Suverana). One one occasion the trafficker was the victim’s own mother, who had trafficked her 17-year-old daughter into forced labor. The price had been 1,000 Russian roubles (Jurnal de Chisinau). Another story specified that the victim of sex trafficking had been lured to Amsterdam (Netherlands) by her boyfriend and sold there (Moldova Suverana). Three stories mentioned that the traffickers had been former victims themselves.

In March-May, the range of details about the traffickers provided by the authors also included their full names and sometimes even photographs (when criminal cases had been brought against them). However, on those instances when the court verdict has not been announced, this reporting approach raises certain ethical and legal concerns.

All the analyzed stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking. Destination countries were mentioned in all the articles and ranged from the neighboring Romania, Russia and Ukraine to the countries of the EU, the Balkans, the Middle and Far East. 

Problem definition perspective, solution

Compared to the previous monitoring period the coverage of relevant issues was characterized by more clearly defined “story messages,” as well as attempts to view particular incidents as part of general trends.  

In most cases, the phenomenon of human trafficking was analyzed in the context of poor economic conditions (19 instances). Destruction of family values and lack of social support were another major problem definition perspective (9 cases). Thus, several articles stressed that the victims had been unemployed and though abused, feared going back home. It was often mentioned that most of the trafficked women were single mothers (according to an article published in Novoie Vremia on April 15, 80% raise their children alone).     

In two stories, the authors adopted a more critical stance and viewed the problem through the perspective of “loose morals,” largely of traffickers. Other problem definition perspectives included wide-spread corruption, imperfect legal framework, and even an “information gap”. 

“It is amazing that our people still trust prospective traffickers despite a wide media coverage warning them against it,” wrote a journalist from Novoie Vremia (25 March, 2005, p.4). “It looks like newspapers and TV, politicians and NGOs exist by themselves, separately from the citizens…In an atmosphere of ignorance and a complete information vacuum, stories about sudden wealth abroad fall on fertile ground. These are the tales that our people, who have lost confidence in themselves, blindly trust.” 

In general, in March-May journalists seemed to have adopted a more “pro-active” stance than in the previous monitoring period. Not only did several articles criticize the authorities for failing to adopt effective public policies in the relevant areas but they also provided useful information, and sometimes even encouragement to the victims. Thus, several stories mentioned that victims had been helped by Moldova’s embassies in foreign countries. Responding to concerns about the future raised by one of the victims, the author of an article in Jurnal de Chisinau provided details about an institution that “worked in partnership with local public authorities and offered… not only lodging and food, psychological, medical and social assistance, but also solutions of reintegration in the family and society” (25 March, 2005, p.4).

The authors have called on the authorities to adopt legislation that would not only prosecute the traffickers, but would also provide legal and financial means for protection and rehabilitation of trafficking victims. Another proposal was to privatize children’s homes in order to curb children’s trafficking.   

Nevertheless, problem solutions were offered only in one-third of the analyzed articles. 
Conclusions: 

· Even though compared to the previous monitoring period the number of relevant articles increased, trafficking prevention and new perspectives for vulnerable population segments still did not become a priority coverage issue for the monitored newspapers; 

· Diversity of sources was insufficient, and some journalistic genres (interviews, opinion pieces and features) were under-represented;

· Journalists rarely followed up on issues raised in breaking stories;

· While an attempt to put the examined problems in a general context was obviously made in several articles, most of the monitored newspapers did not suggest solutions to trafficking victims; 

· As a consequence, public awareness about these phenomena was not adequately raised. 

Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Maria Praporscic, Carolina Budesco
External consultant: Dr Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.

* estimates are based on the study “Audienţa presei scrise în Moldova,” (Audience of print media in Moldova), which was carried out by IMAS inc. in October 2004. 
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