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New Perspectives for Women

Media monitoring bulletin 1 (January – February 2005)

Methodology

The present research proposes to study the coverage of human trafficking, prevention thereof, as well as the way Moldovan media report about the major facets of the “New Perspectives for Women” (NPW) project. It is an integral part of the NPW awareness enhancement component, and has the following specific objectives:

· to provide a systematic review of available reporting patterns on the issue; 

· to establish whether current reporting reflects all aspects of the phenomenon in a comprehensive an indepth manner;                                                                                                                                                                                               

· to elaborate recommendations on “journalistic best practices” that would help raise public awareness about human trafficking and its prevention. 

Seven most popular national general-interest newspapers have been selected for analysis (based on their reach and market shares): 

Saptamina = weekly with a print run of ca. 22,000 copies 

Novoie Vremia = weekly with a print run of 11,000 copies

Jurnal de Chisinau = twice-weekly with a print run of 15,300 copies

Moldavskie vedomosti = twice-weekly, average print run 7,500 copies  

Timpul = 3 appearances per week, average print run 17,000 copies

Moldova suverana = 4 appearances per week, average print run 6,000 copies

Nezavisimaia Moldova  = 4 appearances per week, average print-run 8,000 copies

All articles featuring aspects of internal and external human trafficking for the purpose of prostitution, forced labor, begging and petty crime, as well as organ harvesting are analysed, as well as activities/projects aimed to combat these phenomena and provide new opportunities to vulnerable population segments.  Both the content features of articles and types of journalistic article processing are studied.

Fourteen monitoring periods covering the entire NPW project (42 months) have been identified. Below are the findings of the first period (January – February 2005).  

Major trends

The newspaper coverage tendencies observed in January-February 2005, underscored the general problems faced by the Moldovan media – its overall “obsession” with political elites to the detriment of issues that are of real concern to the people.   

Thus, throughout the first monitoring period the campaign for general elections was the predominant theme in all the newspapers under analysis. Little space was offered to other issues, including those pertinent to the purposes of the present research.

In January-February, only 10 articles were identified in 134 issues of seven newspapers under analysis. Six articles were published in Moldova suverana, whereas Nezavisimaia Moldova and Moldavskie vedomosti carried two articles each. Throughout the first monitoring period, no articles on the issue were published in Saptamina, Novoie Vremia, Jurnal de Chisinau, or Timpul.

The coverage included both accounts about individual experiences, preventive actions carried out by national and international bodies, as well as articles about relevant legal acts. 

In January-February, Moldova suverana offered the largest variety of articles in terms of topics, genres, and information sources. It covered the ratification by the Moldovan parliament of the UN Convention on transnational crime, and the positive review of the draft law on combating trafficking by the Moldovan government. Trafficking prevention featured prominently in stories about the international conference organized in Chisinau by the Regional Center on Combatting Trans-Frontier Crime, and the visit of Romanian prosecutor general to Moldova. Moldova suverana wrote about  the reintegration assistance offered to Moldovan women by the Italian Solidarity Consortium (ICS). The paper also published a letter signed by the parents of a young woman, in which they urged her “not to get trafficked.”     

Moldavskie vedomosti and Nezavisimaia Moldova carried stories about the same events – the arrest of a woman trafficker at Chisinau airport, and damages claimed by a former trafficking victim from authorities in Montenegro. 

Throughout the first monitoring period the following common features were observed in all the newspapers under analysis:  

· relevant issues were not given high prominence (there was only one front-page article);

· short articles predominated;

· most of them contained no graphical supplements;

· the coverage was limited to “breaking news”;

· single-source stories predominated;

· all stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking;

Data analysis

Article placement, size

Only one out of ten articles analysed in this period was published on the front page (in Moldova suverana). This was also the only paper to have carried long articles (3). All other relevant articles were short.    

Relevant graphical supplement

In 8 out of 10 articles there were no graphical supplements. Moldova suverana was the only newspaper, in which relevant articles were accompanied by graphical supplements. Three photographs featuring official events were published – two taken during the conference organized by the Regional Center on Combatting Trans-Frontier Crime, and another one shot at President Voronin’s meeting with Romanian prosecutor general). 

Article type, genre

No follow-up stories were published in January–February, thus limiting “article types” to “breaking news”. There was greater diversity with respect to article genre. Moldova suverana offered the greatest variety – publishing news, analysis, and a “letter to the editor.” Moldavskie vedomosti carried one news item and one analysis, whereas the coverage in Nezavisimaia Moldova was limited to “news.”

An overview of the article genres used in the three papers to report on trafficking and prevention thereof is provided in the chart below:
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Source of information
In January-February, newspapers used a variety of news sources to report about relevant issues , i.e. state officials, politicians, NGO representatives, and a Website. On one occasion the newspaper appealed to parents of a possible trafficking victim, and in three cases sources were not identified.

 A general overview of sources used throughout the first monitoring period is presented below:
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Topic
In January – February, Moldova suverana covered the widest range of topics relevant to the purposes of the present study - NGO response to trafficking, along with stories highlighting the response of law enforcement bodies, government and parliament to this phenomenon. Another topic was  “individual prevention” (parents’ attempt to stop their daughter from traveling to Turkey, a trip that was likely to result in her being trafficked). Nezavisimaia Moldova and Moldavskie vedomosti covered “trafficking process/result”, NGO and public authorities’ response to this phenomenon.

A general overview is presented in the chart below:   
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Victim, trafficker profile

Victims were specified in 6 articles, but their description often lacked sufficient details. In January –February, relevant articles largely failed to mention their residence (city or rural area), marital status, reason for migration, its duration, or physical/emotional state upon return. In most cases, no attitude to the victim was taken. 

Based on the details provided in the three newspapers, the following profile of an average victim can be “constructed” :

· female aged 18-30

· from town or rural area

· does not know she would be trafficked

· forced to be a prostitute for 1-3 years.

In most articles victims remained anonymous but there were also instances when victim’s initials were provided or when the full name was given.

An overview of the main naming patterns in the three papers is provided below:
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Information provided about the traffickers was even more scarce.  Traffickers were mentioned in 4 articles – these were 2 men, 1 woman, and one group. Additional details about them, such as their age or residence, were mentioned in two stories. The “identified” traffickers were aged 18-30 and lived in the cities. In 3 cases traffickers belonged to organized crime rings. 
All stories focused on instances of trans-national trafficking. Destination countries were mentioned in 5 articles – Turkey (3) and Montenegro (2). 

Problem definition perspective, solution

The problem perspective was clearly defined in 4 articles. The phenomenon of trafficking was viewed within the context of poor economic conditions (3 stories), and poor enforcement of human rights legislation (1 story). All other stories failed to put the problem in any clear context.

Problem solutions were offered in just three articles – fostering international cooperation, tightening border security, and improving the existing legal framework. 
Conclusions: 

· In the first monitoring period trafficking prevention and new perspectives for vulnerable population segments were not among the priority issues in the newspapers under analysis; 

· in terms of story types, genres and information sources the coverage of relevant issues lacked variety and depth;

· portrayal of victims and traffickers lacked details;

· the newspapers largely failed to provide a clear problem perspective and suggest solutions; 

· as a consequence, public awareness about these phenomena was not adequately raised. 

Monitoring team:
Methodology, data processing and analysis: Dr Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco, IJC.

Coders: Maria Praporscic, Carolina Budescu
External consultant: Dr Snjezana Milivojevic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.
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